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THE O. K, 
(TEE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1010 HOURS.) 
GENERAL ERICH VON MANSTEIN, a witness, took the stand and testified 
as follows: 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 


I believe we can resume with the witness Dr. Laternser, please. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION - Continued 

BY DR. LATERNSER: 

O How was the administration of the captured Polish territory taken 
care of? 

A There was originally a military administration planned for Poland. 
However, immediately after its capture a Government General was started, 
under Frank, It was evident that Hitler did not consider us generals able 
to administer that country according to his wishes and according to his ideas, 


Q And row a question concerning a continuance of the war. Were the 


high military leaders consulted concerning a corbinuation of the war? 


A No, Field Varshal Rundstedt was never asked and all we received were 
already finished orders concerning the war in the West even though it wa 


quite evident that the OKY was against any such continuance of the war, 
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DR. KEMPNGR: Er. Commissioner, I object against this cont inued 
delaying of these hearings. We had the General Field Marshal von Rundstedt 
for two days. This witness should not be allowed to tell from hearsay or 
otherwise what General Rundstedt could tell directly. 

DR. LATERNSER: My cuestion was,were the higher military Leaders 
consulted before the continuance of the war in the est. I believe that this 
question is absolutely relevant and shovld be considered correct. 

MR. RASUMOV: All right, defense counsel may proceed. 

Q Did military leaders make any suggestions concerning the continuance 
of the war or concerning any particular campaigns in the West? 

A Virtually all military leaders gave their opinion against such a 
western offensive. However, they did give purely operational suggestions 
after the order had already been issued. 

O What was the reason for the speech of the 23rd of November 1939 by 
Hitler? What was the impression that you received? 

A VWitler in that speech wanted to tell us that the western offensive 
was absolutely necessary. He also wanted to impress upon us that this 
offensive would be successful. Otherwise the entire speech was just one 
attack against the generals and especially against the OKH. Fe told us that 
we had emstantly been incorrect and that our chivalrous way of warfare was 
outmoded as was shown by the eastern campaign in Poland. In addition he 
stated that he was completely in the right since if he could not come to 
peace with Ingland it was absolutely necessary that a western campaign be 
carried out. The result also was that the OKE could not and did not have 
any more influence whatsoever upon him. 


COLONEL K^RZV: I do not think that we have to concern ourselves 
6 


with this as it is really irrelevant whether or not the «εκ--- of Hitler σ΄ 
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was a success or not. 
ΜΒ, RASUMOV: I think the prosecution is perfectly right. We 
should not put in general questions. 

Q In France you led a Corps, didn't you? 

A Yes. 

O How was the war carried out on the German side? 

A The war in France was carried out by the Germans absolutely 
according to International rights. 

Q What was the impression of the military leaders concerning the 
situation after the collapse of France. What suggestions did they mke? 

A At that time we thought that the war would be ended very soon due 
to an agreement with England and the ΟΚΗ already had started plans for 
demobilization. We, that is the higher military leaders, including myself, 
were asked by the personnel office whether or not we wanted to retire after 
peace. After it πα became evident very soon that it was impossible to come 
to a political agreement we military leaders considered it necessary to 
make a landing in England in order to finish the war. 


COLONEL KAREV: The witness stated before that he was not asked 


concerning the carrying out or the actions of the war and I don't see why 


we have to hear it now. 

DR. LATERNSER: The witness mentioned the suggestions which were 
made by the high military leaders at the end of the western campaign. It 
is only too evident through the answer of this witness that the military 
leaders at that time did not know of the plan to attack Russia and also 
did not count on such an attack. For that reason I think that the statements 


of the witness are absolutely necessary in this case. 





ΙΙΙ 


VR. RASUMOV: I think this question may be answered by the 
witness. 

9 During the Russian Offensive you led an armored corps. When did 
you lear of the Russian plan? 

A Until the lst of March I was in the channel coast. Then I was sent 
to Westphalia to organize a new general command. In April we were trans- 
ferred to Silesia in order to supervise the training of armored replacements 
in the Reich. In May or the beginning of June the General Command was 
moved to East Prussia and was at that time told to start reconnaissance 
work for possible attack on Russia. That is the first time I heard anything 
about an attack on Russia. 

O what was your attitude to the question of war against Russia? 

A I knew the Red Army. I had been a guest at Red Army maneuvers twice. 
We high military leaders never even thought of a war against Russia. How- 
ever, as time went by, it became more and more evident that the Russians 
were collecting division upon division of infantry and armored troops on 
the frontier and it was only a matter of time, we thought, until the 
Russians would start attack upon Germany. We therefore considered it 
absolutely necessary that a preventive attack be initiated. Since Hitler 
did not try to land in England this was, without 8 doubt, his last escape 
route, 

Q Were you wesent during any of Hitler's speeches and conferences? 

A No. 

COLONEL K^REV: How does the witness know what thoughts, what 
ideas Hitler had at that time? The witness at that time did not have a 


very high vost and was only a corps leader. 
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yn. RASUMOV: I did not quite hear the translation. Could you 
give it once more please? 

COLONEL KAREV: How could the witness at that time know the ideas 
and thoughts of Hitler? He was at that time only a Corps Leader. 

DR. LATERNSER: Is that not a question that should be asked during 
the cross-examinat ion? 

IR. RASUMOV: All right, go on, Dr, Laternser. 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 

O Was there ever à meeting of the group, and that is the charge of 
the Prosecution, was there ever such a meeting during which ideas were con- 
sidered as to how the war could be carried out against the rights of humanity 
and against the rules and regulations of mdern warfare? 

A No, there never was any such conference. It would have been against 
all our education. Such idea could never be suggested by a soldier but 
rather by a politician who is fighting for some particular political view, 

o would not the soldier himself suf ferme under a thing like that? 

A Tt is the soldier who, through his experiences, formed the Inter- 
national rules and regulations of warfare, it was not the lawyer. It is 


the soldier who suffers under any such new ideas and it is therefore im- 


possible that a soldier should suggest such an idea. 


Q Did you, during the campaigns in Poland or France, notice any 


measures ageinst the International Rights and Laws of Humanity? 

A I know of two cases. One, a captain of the cavalry together with 
some party members had raped some Jewish woman. We was later on sentenced 
to death. A reserve officer had taken cuite a bit of jewelry and by Courts 
Martial he was sentenced to a long prison term. However, my commander-in- 


chief recalled that sentence and demanded a death sentence. 
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Q How was the form of combat in the Russian campaign? 

A The fighting in the Russian Campaign increased and became more severe, 
to the sorrow of the soldiers, One reason for that was that the two ideologies 
of the nations were brought into this combat and it is well known that two 
nations that are opposing each other ideologically, such as, in former 
centuries, religious wars, are fought much harder than wars just between 
soldiers. Secondly, there is no doubt that our soldiers did carry out some 
reprisals at times when they found maimed German wounded. I want to point out 
that in those years every soldier considered that if he should fall into the 
hands of the enemy it would mean his death, This is the result if a war is 
fought according to political ideologies. 

Q How did the tactics of Stalin and Fitler influence this warfare and 
what kind of tactic was that? 

Stalin in 1941 demanded of his troops and of his people that they 
fight for every foot of the country. Hitler tock that idea and made it the 
basic thought of his leadership. It is ouite evident that if the soldier has 
to fight for every village that these villages will be destroyed and that the 
battle will be more and more severe, 

O Did the commanders and military leaders admit or support any excessive 

» 
measures during combat? 

A The actions against any such excessive measures by the soldiers against 
the population was hindered due to the well- known order of the Fuehrer. But 
in fact we military leaders did not support or admit any such excessive measures 
to be carried out. I for instance, as commander-in-chief of a Corps, right at 


the beginning of the campaign approved two death sentences against two German 


soldiers who had raped a Russian womane / 
fa 
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O How was the Court Marshal system handled. Was there any influence 
upon these Courts due to higher orders? 

4 At the beginning of the Russian Campaign the OKH issued an order, 
against the wish of "itler, in which it stated that the military court gy 
martial system was to be maintained, and that is how it was handled. 

0 Wow about the limitations due to orders from higher hmadoxartzEsDTE 
authorities concerning these courts? 

A We were very much limited due to the fact that the Air Force, the SS, 
the Organization Todt, and the Police were not under our Courts "artial 


jurisdiction. 


Q Was the order, according to which no excessive measures carried out 


during the partisan actions were mak to be punished, of very great influence? 

A T did not have any partisan actions in my area in the Ukraine but T 
am sure that the military leaders, in order to keep up discipline, did not 
admit any such excessive measures against the population even though they 
officially were not supposed to be punished. 

^ What do you know concerning the Commissar Decree? 

A T received this order concerning the treatment of Commissars in 
Zastem Prussia. I then reported xk to the Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
Group, von Leeb, that I could not carry out such an order as a soldier. 

Ye mietly heard all my protests and in that way told me that he approved 

of my idea. I reported the same thing to the commander-in-chief of the 
Armored Group, Colonel Ceneral Hoeppner and also to the commander -—in-chief 
of one of the neighboring army & corps, General Reinhardt. He told us 

that he would protest against this order and see to it that it was rescinded. 


However, he did not have any results. I did not pass on this order since at 
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that time no armored divisions were under my command, ^11 the armored 
divisions in my Corps were still within the Reich. This order was not carried 
out in my area. I did not hear of a single report of any shootings of 
commissars. My division commanders knew my attitude. 

O In other words the Commissar Order was practically not carried out 
in your area? 

4 It was practically not carried out because the troops did not take 
the time and did not want to do it, that is, to sort out the commissars from 
the other Russians. Secondly, there were no commissars actually captured, 
They fought until the very last moment and at times committed suicide when 
the situation became impossible or they removed their insignia of political 
commissars before their capture and therefore were not recognizable as such. 

^ What known military leaders of that group, as it is called, had the 
same attitude as you? 

A T have already mentioned General Reinhardt. Then I can think of 
other commanding generals that were under my command in the Crimea, General 
Hansen, General Frederbiko, General Vattenklot. I also know of a General 
Naehring who was under my command later on. In fact I have not met any 
general officer that told me that the Commissar Order was carried out in 
his area. 

^ Now T have a few questions concerning the treatment of prisoners of 
war. What was the attitude of the military leaders concerning the cuestion 
of treatment of prisoners of war? 


A Every soldier treated every prisoner of war in a soldierly, correct 


mamner, since he too could come to the same position. The military leaders 


always saw to it that the prisoners were treated decently and according to 


the Geneva Convention. 
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Q Did you ever issue an order or support an order saying that enemy 
soldiers that wanted to surrender were to receive no pardon? 

A Νο, we never issued any such orders, even though we continually 
žit captured Russians yelling "Kill all Occupees" that is all "Germans." 
However, it is possible that German soldiers did murder or kill enemy soldiers 
during battle when they were made for vengeance after they had found murdered 
German soldiers. 

How was the organization of the collection, the transportation to the 

rear, and the food for these prisoners? 

A The troops up in the front line usually did not have any time to 
concern themselves with these prisoners of war and they just sent them to 
the rear. They were collected in the rear in collection camps and then handed 
over to the main camps which were under the command of the OKW. In the mean- 
time we did everything to give them food and so on. I remember, for instance, 
that in Sinveropol, on the Crimean Peninsula, we permitted the population to 
bring food to the prisoners since it is usually very hard to provide for 
hundreds of thousands of prisoners of war. 

O The Prosecution claims that every prisoner of war that could not go 
on was shot. Is that claim correct? 

A T saw many columns of prisoners of war but I never saw that on 
trail of these columns there were any shot prisoners of war. One time 


passed a column of prisoners of war, by car, I saw a German soldier hitting 


a prisoner of war. I immediately stopped the car and severely punished the 


soldier. The next day I had his battalion commander report to me and I told 
him that I would chase him to the devil 44 something like that happened once 


again. 


[s 
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ere there any prisoners of war that stayed with the army and for 
what reason? 

A We kept large numbers of prisoners of war within the army area to 
repair streets, railroads, and above all to do repair work on our vehicles. 
These were treated and provided for very well and for that reason they always 
worked very well. When I took over the Armored Corps Don in November 1942 
and my headouarters staff had not yet arrived, I had a corps of 10 Cossacks 
in my home for a while, which proved that we must have treated these men 
very well. 

J How large was the number of H.!.'s, that is, people who wanted to 
help, and in what manner were they treated? 

A These people were volunteers that worked on our side on vehicles, 
horses, and so on, Finally there were about one to two thousand of such 
volunteers with every division. The entire German supply columns had one 
Merman non-com and all the rest were volunteers, These volunteers also went 
with us in our retreats since they always had been treated very well as 
soldiers. 

OQ How was the attitude of the military leader to the work of the 
administration of an occupied territory? 

A We wanted to treat the population correctly and humanely. There 
were no such ideas as master race, racial class, or political propaganda. 

Of course we had to see to it that the area remained quiet and for that reason 
had to see to correct treatment and sufficient food. 7 had constant anxious- 
1965 Concerning the providing for the civilian population during the winter 
of 1941-42 on the Crimea and even though the supply problem of the army was 


very difficult we prevented a starvation. That is why we never had any 
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partisan actions in the military administered areas of the Ukraine. 
η That was the basis for the rules of administration of these occupied 
territories? 
A Hitler's idea was without a doubt to give the soldiers as little 
influence as possible. Poland became a Government General immediately. 
In the West military administrative leaders were named,  Vowever they were 
not under the command of the commanders-in-chief,. In the East, Reichs 
Commissars and political administrations were introduced. Under our command 


was only the operational area, in other wrds, just the battle area itself. 
As we started to retreat from Russia this area slowly became smaller and 
smaller until it finally was a strip of 10 kilometers behind the front 


line. All the rest was under political administration. 


A 1 


How far did the influence of the commanders-in-chief go in these 
operational areas? 

A Practically the military leader was limited to actual combat on 
the line and for the security of the area that he was fighting in. Besides 
that we had to take care, within this area, of the local administrations 
and see to it that the harvest was brought in in fall and spring. Every- 
thing else was outside of our scope. The political cuestion of the 
population was mm under the Reichsfuehrer-SS. All political points or all 
political directions came from the Office Rosenberg. The economic adminis- 
tration was under Goering. The cultural safeguarding and the safeguarding 
of treasures was under Rosenberg. Resettlement was under the command of 
Himmler. 

Q And the wrkers? 

The workers were under Sauckel. As I stated already, as far as 


|| 


|] 
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military units are concerned, the only units that were in direct demand 
for operational use were the armed units of the army. The Air Force 

was completely independent. The SS was only under our command for tactical 
use. The Organization Todt, the Police, and the railroads were not under 
our command at all. 

Q Did the Commander-in-Chief of an Army Group have the necessary 
time to concern himself with occupation matters. 

A I just want to say that as long as I was in Russia I was completely 
occupied by leading the fight. One crisis followed the other, There was 
no time at all for occupation matters such as they exist with an occupation 
army. 


Q Now a few questions concerning the treatment of the civil population. 


MR. RASUVOV: How many more questions have you, Dre Laternser? 


DR. LATERNSER: I don't know, Mr. Commissioner, but I will be 
finished for sure by noon. 

yn. RASUMOV: Have you an approximate idea of how long you will 
continue to be questioning him? 

DR. LATERNSER: I was told by Colonel Neave that T should be 
finished by this evening. I will attempt to keep this limitation. 

DR. KEMPER: I understood yesterday, before we talked about the 
length of this examination, that Dr. Laternser had in mind to finish his 
examination around noon. Now he has the same situation. He is finishing 
around noon and we have to press our cross-examination so that we do not 
have enough time to cross-examine. There were a lot of questions this 
whole morning which could have been answered in half the time if the 


witness would have been properly directed by the defense counsel. 
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DR. LATERNSER: I have kept an exact record of the time that was 
used, including the various objections, and I have up until now used 140 
minutes on this witness, in other words, two hours and twenty minutes. 
Before we started the examination of this witness I stated that hqwas the 


most important witness of the accused organization and that I probably 


would not be finished within the three hours. I also suggested that all 
es 
future witness/would be questioned only very shortly and that T would consider 


it unfair if this time limit would be absolutely kept with this witness, 
especially since it has been overstepped very much by other witnesses of 
other organizations, 

DR. KEMPNER: I don't like to argue about this point but last week 
we heard here that the witness von Rundstedt was the most important witness 
and we spent two days on him. Now this witness is the most import ant 
witness. Apparently all witnesses are the most important. We ourselves 
would like to make our point very clear that we do not like any further delay 
of these examinations. 

DR. LATERNSER: You will have to admit that there could be two very 
important witnesses for the OKW and I already stated before the examination 
that I will keep my mestions as short as possible. 

COLONEL KAREV: There is a regulation or decision by the Tribunal 
that the defense should take only 3 hours for its witnesses. The witness 
answers in very great detail and sometimes answers mestions that are not 
even asked and which are irrelevant. I want to point out that the witness 
did not have a very high position. However we are interested in him so far 


as he is one of the war criminals but we don't want to take too much time. 
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IR. RASUMOV: Well, I have no intention of arguing here about 
the importance of the witness. The only thing which I want to say is 
that we are spending too much time on one witness and I would like you, 


Dr. Laternser, in your further examination, not to go very far into 


detail on the questions and to make your examination as short as possible. 


DR. LATERNSER: Yes. May we take a ten minute recess at this 


(A recess was taken.) 
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ISSION CONVENED AT 1135 HOURS.) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION - CONTINUED, 
BY DR. LATNRNSER; 

Q What was the attitude of the soldiers to the civilian po uletion 
in the occupied countries, especially in Soviet Russia? 

A Our attitude was, as Í stated already, we wanted quietness in our 
area. We considered thet this could be best achieved by human: tre -tment 
of the civilian vooulation. 

Q You know of tre order of General Reichenau, in which he stated that 
there shovld be no consideration shown to the civilian ponulation or to the 
soldiers ceptured in his area. Did you see that order and did he have any 
influence whatsoever on your attitude and that of your troops with the civil- 
ian population? 

A We were informed of this order uon the suggestion of the Fuehrer, but 
none of the other leaders were of the same opinion as Richenau and it was 
never carried out, especially in my area, 

Q What was the system used after excessive measures by soldiers against 
the civilian population? 

A Any kind of excessive measures were tried by regular court marshall, 
I am thinking of the two death sentences carried out in my corps, to which I 
have already referred. 

Q Now,I have a few questions concerning the murder of Jews in the 
eastern territory. Dia you know of the order of Himler concerning the 
extermination of Jews? Did you know of his opinion that thirty million Slavs 


must disappear? 
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A No, I did not hear of either the order of Himmler or of his idea 
during the war. 

Q What did you know of the duties of the SD Einsstzgroups? 

A I was told when I took over the llth Army, it wes the duty of these 
SD Einsatzzroups to check the civilian population in the rear areas concerning 
their political ideas, 

Q Did you work with the SD in the area of the armored corps where 
Hoeppner wes commanding general? 

A I did not see any SD men in my area. There was fighting going on 
and therefore no SD men ever came up there. 

Q What do you say concerning the affidavit of the Witness Ohlendorf, 
who states that according to an order of Army High Commend 2,Jews were only 
to be shot at 200 or 2X kilometers away from army headquarters? 

A Such an order was certainly not given. It would have been completely 
senseless. 2+ Kilometers away from my headquarters would have been senseless 
and 200 kilometers away would have been out of my area, 

Q Do you have any explanation for this declaration of Ohlendorf? 

A When I took over the llth Army, I was about two or three days in 
the headquarters at Nikolawew, then 1 moved my command post to the front lines. 
The last evening at Nikolawew another officer tolé me that reportedly the 
SS had shot Jews in a town further to the rear. I believe it was Kishinew. 

I considered this to have been one excess of the SS as had already happened 
in Poland. Since I left for the front the next morning, I had a message given 


to the chief quarter master of the army. He wes supposed to tell the commander 


WA 
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of the SS in that vicinity, Mhere ever I was, I would not permit such 
activities. The strange thing is I considered this shooting of prisoners 


in Kishinew an excess measure by the SS and I did not think of it as an 


extermination of Jews. That is the only time I heard of anything concerning 


Lan 


the shoot] of Jews in my idis time as commender in chief. 

Q Did you as commander in chief give orders to the SD? 

A I did not give any ο | to the | I cannot remember everyhaving 
seen or spoken to Ohlendorf. is, however, vossible that he reported to 

on an occasion. 

Q Did you see any reports 

A I did receive some repo f th which contained information 
concerning the political attitugde of the population, the black market and 
other matters. There was nothing in them concerning the shoot/of Jews. 

Q The Binsatzgroups D, which was in the area of the llth Army, killed 
within one year, according to the witness, Ohlendorf, 90,000 Jews. How can 
you explain that? Did you ever hear of that? 

A According to the witness, Ohlendorf, this Minsatzgroup concerned an 
area from Chernovitz to Rostov, which is approximately 1,200 killometers long 
and approximately 400 killometers wide. In that area there was not just the 
llth Army, but three or four other armies; there were three or four Russian 
armies and also at times the 17th Army and others. In my section on the 
Crimea there was only a very few Jews. In the northern part of the Crimea 


there were Jewish villeges, which already had been evacuated by the Russians 


then we got there. I herdly saw any Jews in the capitol in Simoevopol. 
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According to the reports we received a large part of the civilian Jewish 
from 
population had flown across the sea/ m$ Kertsh and Simeevopol when we arrived. 
There were only very few security troops within a very large area, therefore, 
there were only troops in the most important spots. I, personally, almost 
be tween 

always was in the battle area and during the year I had Ἐκκχκχχχκχκ twelve 
end thirteen command posts on the front. To the command post of mine came 
only, of course, the most important orders concerning the actual battle and 
we have very little information concerning what was going on in the areas 
of the other armies, 

Ohlendorf also described how the shooting was camouflaged toward us 
by so-called resettlements. It wes of course natural that if the SD did 
collect the Jews, they shot them in a lonely spot and buried them there 
and that the military groups would not have heard anything sbout it. 

Q In other words you did not hear anything of the murder of Jews, 
with the exception of the before mentioned case in Kishinew? 

A I did not receive any report from any office or organization con- 
cerning any such shootings, 

q The witness, Ohlendorf, also stated that army members participated 
in these shootings. Do you know anything about that? 

A Ohlendorf himself stated that these men were army soldiers, but 
God knows What kind of soldiers, they were not members of my army. 


Q The llth Army, states the witness, Ohlendorf, received watches 


from the SD? 
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A I remember that the army adjutant told me he received at one time 
a large shioment of watches from Germany and if he did receive watches 
from the SD, he could not have known by a long shot they were watches 
taken away from Jews that were shot. 

Q You know of the Russian Document telling oftthe shooting at 

Inkermann? 
Sevastopol in the caves of lxxx? 
Inkermann 

A It was without a doubt in the caves of X)üxXxxxx where large storage 
facilities and quite a bit of storage wes placed, includinge ammunition 
and there were revorts that there also was a Russian hospital. Without 

Inkermann 

a doubt the population of Xixkex might have flown into these cave These 
caves were blown up by the Russians even before the Germans got there. It 


77 


largest blowing up I have ever seen. It was a wa of rock about 
200 meters wide and about 30 meters high that crashed down. 

16 Russian prosecution maintains that the Germans murdered e lot 
of people in the Railroad terminals of Sevastopol? 

A The Railro:à terminal outside of Sevastonol was a Russian strong- 
hold and in the terminal itself was a Russian Armored train. Since the 
Russians did not want to surrender the terminal, it had to be attacked 
and cleared out. That was done by artillery fire, by explosives and 
through the use of flame throwers against this armored train. We could 
not have known that civilians were in the terminal. We could not help 
that this terminal had to be cleared out, as there was considerable 


shooting from it. 


Q Did you heer anything of the shooting of 195,000 persons at Kiew? 
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A No, Kiew came into my area, that is the area of one of the armies 
under my command in September of 1943 and at that time there was no talk 
about these shootings. I also consider this number as completely impossible. 
I was in Kiew in September of 1943 and did not hear ih - of any such 
matters, 

Q What do you know of the poisoning of 250 school children in Kirch 
and also the drowning of 144,000 people, as maintained by the Russian 
Prosecution, in the Black Sea? 

That a German officer would poison 250 children with coffee and cake 
is completely impossible and as far as the drownings are concerning, as 
as I was on the Crimea there was not a sea worthy ship there. In additi 
to this, the Te irs were on this island an hey were very friendly to 
Germans an we did not have any reason to drown a single one. 

Q Were any workers brought to Germany from the areas under your 
command? Who was responsible for that? 

A When I was commander in chief of army group south in 1954 an 
Sauckel wanted several hundred thousand workers from us. 
this measure since we needed these men for agriculture work and since any such 
transfer would result in partisan warfare by the pooulation, I told Sauckel 
that any forceful measures were completely impossible. They also did not 
happen in the occupied areas, but I did hear of them from the Reichs Com- 
mander's office. He told me he was an enemy of using any kind of force to 
get these workers, also the administretion denied any such measures. Sauckel 


also stated end promised that the workers would be treated in Germany just 
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like German workers, 


Q What were the basic principles in the Germen army concerning requi- 


sitions? 

A An individual person was not allowed to requisition anything, only 
the army or a troop was allowed to do that. It was only allowed that food 
and clothing could be requisitioned from the civilian population, Food only 
to the extent that it was necessary for the basic rations. 

Q Was there any actions against any kind of plundering? 

DR. KEMPNER: I object to the last question. This question we heave 
heard time and time again relative to the requisitioning and I think that is 
enough. 

DR. r nsi the answer to this 
necessary. 

DR. LATERNSER; 

Q What stores did the Germans find in the Ukraine in 1941? 

A We only found a very small fraction of the horses and domestic 
animals and a very large pert of the wheat reserves in the wheat storage 
places had been fired, 

Q Just to take one little example. The Soviet prosecution states 
that the Germans took seven million horses from t^e Russians. I wish yau 
would give me your position concerning this, 

A A German division has 4,000 horses, with seven million horses, you 
would take care of 750à8ivisions and we had about 150 to 200 infentry 


divisions altogether. 


3 Did you hear of the idea of the scorched earth policy in the Russian 


campaign? 
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A We heard of the term scorched earth campaign during the Russian 
retreat to the east in 1941. Everything was destroyed thet could be of 
any military value to us. All railroad and communication matters, a 
majority of the war industries, the wheat reserves, etc., had been burned 
and I already mentioned that. 
Q Why did the Germans carry out large destruction and to what end? 
A I heard an know of no large scale destruction by the German army, 
e Fuehrer had given en order to keep the area east of the Dnyeper impossible 
use by the Russian army and there were exact] instructions as to what 
i to be destroyed. 
Q Do you consider that this order was necessitated by military need? 
A This order was a military necessity due to the fact that we could 
not prevent the Russian offensive across the Dnyeper, therefore, the complete 
break down of our eastern front woul? result unless we could bring the 
Russian offensive to a stop through lack of supplies. 
Q Was it necessary to destroy 46,000 railroad stations and 36,000 
post office and telegraph offices? 
A We did not find a single railroad station undestroyed in 1941 
and the water stops of the Russian Railroads were not evn taken care 
of in 1943. We did not finda single communication system intact. In 
other words, we did not have to destroy then. 
Q Why were hundreds of churches destroyed? 
A The churches were destroyed without a doubt ue to the fact that 
they were actions of battles within the villages. For instance, that is 


the case with all churches in Sevestopol. For instance, the cathedral in 
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Novcherkask was completely in tact when we got there and was opened for ser- 
vices. That was the case with the Castle of the Crimea at Livadia and also 
at Baktschisserai. I saw with sorrow myself thet the Larvae monastery in 
Kiew was destroyed, a monastery I had known from the year of 1950, 

Q How can you explain the heavy destruction in Stalingrad, Kiev, Charkov, 
Rostov, Oddeesa, Sevastopol and Rovno? These are all accusaations by the 
prosecution, 

A There was fighting in Stalingrad for a month from house to house, 
Sevastopol was defended as a fortress for eight months, Rostov and 
Charkov were taken twice by the Russians and twice by the Germans in 
battle, In Kiev and Oddessa was the same thing only they were taken by each 
but once and the same thing Beppened in GüsXEX« Oronoff. Oddessa was 
captured by the Rumenians and not by us. 

Q Who was responsible for the destruction of industries end why vere 
they destroyed? 

A The destruction of industries was ordered by the Economic Staff 
east, which was under Goering. This concerned factories, which were 
important for the armament industries of the Red Army. 

Q Were these factories intact and were they used formerly by the 
Germans? 

A No, most of them we found completely destroyed, such as the big oil 
works at Maikop, the large ske@l industries at Kertsh and Manopol and the 
tractor works at £harkov and the huge dam of Simoevopol. ΑΙ] these were 


destroyed when we found them. 
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Q Was there any reason, in addition to the military necessity, which 
led to destruction? 

A I stated already that the only possibility in 1943 to stop the 
Russians was to destroy all their lines of supply east of the Dnyeper. 
Considering that a commander in chie? of an army group or of an army is not 
in a position to say that such destruction was necessary or not, we still 
limited the measure of destruction as far as possible. First of all, only 
the villages were destroyed on the banks of the Dnyeper which could have 
served as starting points for Russian offensives, If large "Reto erp 
be found, it is very easy to explain as there was fighting going on for 
every foot of the ground and therefore villages were @stroyed, 

Q I now come to the last questions. The murder of General Schleicher 
must have hit the army the same way as did later on the dismissal of Colonel 
General Von Fritsch. I ask you,Field Marshall, why did the Generals take 
all that? 

A The Fuehrer in his speech to the Reichstag explained thet Schleicher 
was killed beceuse he conspired with the French Ambassador. Through that 
all our changes to protest in any way were taken away. I asked my commanding 
general at that time to ask Field Marshall Von Blomberg to press fora 
military court investigation and Blomberganswered that was impossible. 

Hitler told us of the matter of Fritsch in such a way that we con- 
sidered it impossible to do anything before the investigation, which Hitler 
ordered was completed. If Fritsch had registered a protest at that time, the 
Generals without a doubt would have followed him. He did not do that because 


he placed his own person in the background, 
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Q The Fuehrer gave before the start of various campaigns, speeches 
to the commanders in chief in which he gave his intentions. Why was there 
never eny contradictions? 

A These meetings were just a demonstration of his intentions and his 
plans, which he had already made and any kind of discussion was usually 
impossible, also these speeches of his cannot be considered on the scale 
of his speeches to the people. They were on a very high level and the 
minutes do not capture that at all. One could not in any wey argue concerning 
his reasons as we did not have the specific information concerning the 
economic anà industrial work being done. I believe I was the only one 
thet ever interrupted him during such a speech. It was in the yeer of 
1944. There was a very big fight with him concerning thet. 

Q When you became commander in chief of the army group in 1943, Hitler 
wes your immediate superior, was he not? You and all other general staff 
officers in your position thereby had the possibility of going directly to 
Hitler. You could make a protest could you not, when an order was not 
considered correct? 

A Certainly, I wrote a tremendous amount of letters to him concerning 


military matters, that is 5 big volume, but it was very hard to speak to 


him because I could not leave the front for a long time and it was only 


possible for me to have him come to me twice. If one notified him, he 


would come, but one also had to tell why he was coming. He then had all 
the counter arguments ready end proved to the person either your protest 
or economical points were incorrect. These discussions very often took 


hours, I once had to speek to him for six hours concerning 8 urely military 
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matter until he accepted my program. I attempte to get him to give up 
his military leadership three times without results, because he thought 
he was the only one that could do it. He told me that the Field Marshalls 
were not even following his orders and I would even be less successful. 
When I told him that I believed I could have my orders carried out, he 
interrupted the discussion. He could not be convinced of anything if 

he did not want to be. He was a very smart person with an iron will that 
was unbreakable and he considered himself to be on some special mission 
and that was something which held him over all these protests. 

Q And if a military leader, during such a discussion, dared to talk 
on a political matter what was the answer? 

A He did not permit any kind of discussion on this, he cut that off 
immedietely. 

q If these protests did not help anything, why did not more military 
leaders retire? 

A During the winter of 1941, I told Hitler through the commanding 
general ofétne army group that I, as commander of the llth Army, would like 
to be relieved of my post and he should put someone else in my position since 
he constantly interfered in my orders. The answer came back that retirement 
was out of the question and that it would be desertion. That is correct 
because the man in the trench cannot go home, therefore, the higher leader 
cannot go home right away. In addition to that such retirement of a 


general officer would only mean he was shirking his responsibility and 
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his successor would have to carry on anyhow. In other words, the successor 
would just receive the responsibility of the one who went away. In addition 
to that, one had the responsibility to his unit. It might not sound very well, 
but I want to say thet if some other leader had come in these years of 1943 or 
1944, I don't think he could have done it any better. If another leader came 
in those years, the matter might have been even worse than during my command, 
therefore, the responsibility to my men kept me in my position . The retire- 
ment of a large group of officers would heave only resulted in the putting in 
of SS leaders. Hitler anyway would never have been forced into any decision 
by the retirement of a great number of Field Marshalls an maybe he would 

have been glad to get rid of us. 

Q Would it have been the duty of your conscience not to carry out certain 
orders? 

A Definitely there was such 2 moral duty at times, however, if a soldier 
in the field refuses to carry out a certain order, he is tried before a court 
marshall and punished, however, if a high military leader refuses to carry 
out such an order he not only endangers his own integrity, but also that 
of the entire army leadership and he aids in the complete breakdown of 
the entire army disciplince and entire army as such. 

Q Was there no idea among the higher leadere that the regime had to 
be removed? 

A I want to stave that the idea that a different regine coming into 


power did occur within our leadership due to the fact that Hitler's military 
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leadershiv wes insufficient end the moral reasons as we have them today, the 
persecution of the churches, the concentration camps, the extermination of 
the Jews ond the political views, however, these matters aid not occur to 

us at that time. As I wes a few hundred miles from home, I did not hear of 
them. On the other hand, how were we to remove the regime? Hitler never 
could have been persuaded to retire, Even if the army could have secomplished 
that, there would have been a fight immediately within the air corps, the 
navy, the SS. To over power Hitler and lock him up was impossible. He was 
guarded much too well for that. The only thing that remained was the way 

of force and that was his murder, however, murder as it would be carrie out 
by an officer was not in our dictiomary and much less would ‘pe break our 
oath. 

Q On the 20th of July there were some Generals that did attempt to 
over throw the Government. Why were there not a larger number of military 
leaders that supported this? 

I don't object to this question, however, I would 
like to make very clear the position of our prosecution. The defense was 
admonished quite severely yesterday to cut down the questions, 80 thet we 
would have a chance to bégin the prosecution this morning. Now, the auestion 

"2^ 
is whether we should consider the matter as a contempt of cours™ or goin 


beyond that, We heve the impression that there is a deliberate delay for 
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reasons unknown as yet. I would like to make that very clear to the court. 
DR. TZRNSER; I lesve the decision to the court, 
MR. RASUMOV: As & matter of fect, about twenty minutes ago Dr. 
Laternser told us it was going to be the last question and we are still 
discussing this question. I wonder what is going to beecalled the last question. 
We cannot spend too much time on this witness. We have to stop the Direct 
Examination right now and begin our cross examination, 
DR. LATERNSER: I believe that there was & wrong translation. 
I ssid I am going now to the last questions, I meant the last chapter. I 
em now at the last question, which the witness only has to answer. 
MR. RASUMOV: Is this the last question? 
DR. LATERNSER: Yes, my last question. 
THE WITNESS: The officers that attempted to over throw Hitler on 
July 20th did not have an order or field of command on the front. The 
commander in chief thet is on the front cannot meke a putsch during the war, 
es this putsch would have led to the breakdown of the front. One cannot 
expect an officer or commanding general to expect his troops to give their 
lives for years on a front and then he personally goes anè throws his 
weapons away. Even if the 20th of July attempt had been successful, it 
would have been unavoidable that civil war and gaku chaotic conditions 
would have broken out in Germany. I want to point out that the soldiers 
of the central German army near Stalingrad, according to the le&éers that 


did come through finally, believed in Hitler to the very last moment. 


A putsch of the Generals would have brought with it a complete breakdown 
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of the entire front and with it a complete defeat. Since from the CEPR c 
of Case Blanca we knew that only unconditional surrender was open to us. 
One could not expect a general officer to hand to the German people such a 
fate as the German people are living through now. We would have been respon- 
sible for this éefeat in the history of the world. An officer can only fight, 
obey his orders, be loyal and the more critical the situation, the more he has 
to carry on. 
DR. LATERNSER: I have no further questions, 
ROSS EXAMINATION, 
BY DR. KYMPNER: 
Q Wheme were you born? 
Α In Berlin. 
Q How long are you in the army? 
A I entered the army in 1906, in other words I am a soldier for 
40 years, 
Q You have had a lot of great experiences? 
A Yes. 
Q How long wae Hitler in the army? 
A I believe he was in the ermy from 1915 to 1918,in other words for 
three years. 
How long was he at the Wer Academy? 
It is well known that he was not at the Academy, 
I ask you, was he or was he not? 


No, he wes in no War Academy. 
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Q Why did you let this private, or this P.F.C. talk to you of 
strategy - a man that did not have any experience or any knowledge? 
A Hitler was legally the chief of the Reich and also the commander 
in chief of the armed forces, 
Q And you, who were educated accocóing to the ideas of Schliefen 
απὸ Moltke, let someone like that tell you your business? Answer yes 
or no? 
A I àià not let a Private First Class give me orders, but it was 
the president of the state, 
Q You believe that you would have let Reichs Minister Ebert tell 
you something like that Answer yes or no, 
A Yes, 
Q With whom did you speak concerning the matters we are talking about 
today, General Rundstedt? 
A I hardly spoke to General Rundstedt because he had a veyy bad 
disposition. 
But, you did speak to him? 
He only told me shortly what was asked of him. 
He also told you what he testified? 
Nofin detail. 
But in large ideas? 
No, he only described sone especially interesting 
The high-points, is that right? 
Less than the high-points, but points where he became angry or 
points where he thought he made some kind of an impression through his 


answers, 
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Q General Von Leib, did you talk with him concerning the actions 
here? dines yes or no? 
A He told me very shortly what you were talking about up here, 
Q And Colonel Gencral Reinhardt, he told you about that? 
I hardly spoke to General Reinhardt about that, 
Not much, but some? 
He gave me his impressions, 
Then you also spoke to General Westphal? 
Yes. 
Very much in detail? 
I could not say, I don't need any advice from others. 
But, you heard what these gentlemen were talking about or told you? 
Of course, I did hear with interest their conception of this 
court room. 

COMMISSIONER NEAVE; I should like to draw attention to the fect 
that according to the three hour ruling on the heerings of witnesses recently 
passed, witnesses for the General Staff should be finished by this evening 
at the letest. 

COMMISSION RASUMOV. We will recess until two o'clock. 

(THE COMMISSION RECESSED AT 1310 HOURS.) 
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Q And that saved Germany and the world from 


ν 


many deaths? 795 or no ? 


That may be 
Just now, & 

whether Hit: uld be persuaded of 
opinicn from his own: 


4 


Yes, up to the point where he no longer 
And you. 
where you would not want to cont 
a point would have 
question only and ke the 


and myself were not of such 


Ἀχεπεχ differences were only 


fons and I usually succeeded in what I wanted to obtain. 
Fuehrer 


Did you tell the/Bwakxaex that he had 


3 3 


advised, did you tell him so stralgi 


no? 
that 
told him/£kxk he never listened to advice 
those people whom he had about him to give him 
s far as military questions were 
concerned, and that he should appoint a gensral s taff 
he could take. 
id you know of the affair connected with General 
in the first world war? 


Yes, 
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Do you mean the 


"the operations of 
that Your XKajdjxszxXmgmExx Majesty 


I feel obliged 


advised. I only said my 
Q You admit that you did 
war was 
A 7] isked ny dismissal, once wh: 
ommander of the llth Army in the Crimea in the winter 
1941 and 1942, and the second time when I was commander 
Army South in March α 1944, L ded in pr ess- 
ing my point and three days later 


e You were trained in th 


Was that a special kind of tradition? 
+t was a special military training, a training 


to obedience to duty and abstinence. É 
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distinguished 


aging to the Prussian army, wasn't it? 
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these thoughts were the common possess! 
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Rasanbergy Sanuckeixandx*immiar 


the 
cne 


concerning 


^ No. 
Do you want to say 
to these g entlemen 
Yes, of course, 

General Staff, but not particularly this 
Q Or concerning the cguestion the 

have at least a group among the of 


It was self-evident that it was in each groupe 


Do you know that Hitler, Goering, Rosenberg, 


^ 
" 


hat 
ax v 


Sauckel and Himmler committed terrible crimes, is 


D 


correct? 
A I Know that, what has now been brought out 

by the trial. 
You mean &t the time did not know it? 


Hoe 
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You had no idea? 


No, 


Did you e ver hear of the 


in Germany propor? 


in heard, 


Jews had been 


Ἴ ver 
e vor 


up in 1933, 1954 and 1938% 


A Yes, of course, 


up already at but + 


Lou knew Œ the anti-semitic 


did$xx not know such was true 


You just heard 


But never while you ¥ 


Νο, I did not hear of 
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"TO ; 
didn t you? 


natione 
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it there. 


"hen you ne ver spoke to any one about this? 


No, the e was no reason to do 


not hear mything of it. 
Q A witness said, however, 
oath that 


is telling the truth now? 


in the 


he did talk to you about these 


sobecause I did 


main trial under 


questions, Who 
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A. XRX Will you please tell me who the witness was 
and let him speak to me? I don't know what the witness 
15 supposed to have said, 

Q The witness Ohlendorff said this, 

A No, 1 did not speak to him about this question 
andas far as I know Xx&küxmmx he did not say or testify to 
such a thing. 

Q Did you mead therecord of what Ohlendorff said? 

les, 

Who gave you the reca d? 

My lawyer for the General Staff. 

l will read to you what Ohlendorff said: On 

of the English record Ohlendorf answered: 

"A I don!t remember any such order but 
while on the march an α al conversation took place mx 
between Mannstein, the chief of staff, and myself, " 

- First of all, this is not what it says in the Αχ 
German record. In the second place I was never with Ohlen- 
dorof and the Chief of Staff at the same time on the m rch 
and in the third place what I did talk about with Ohlendorff 
was concerned with SD groups, but if this is what it does 
say in the record, then the record is incorrect. 

DR LATERNSER: The Prosecut@ said that the 
English record would have tobe authoritative one and 


the defense lawyer objected and said if the testimony 


was given in German the German wuld be authority, and 





σοπι Α 


iss mer $ ΠΤΙ 


4 July 1946 
Von Mannstein 


I am having the German sent for. 


DR. KEMPNER: Let's see 


DR. TAYLOR: Of course, the record i 
the original record and translation of the proceed- 
and this being cross examination counsel dc s have 
a right to cross examine on that questione This is cross 
examination and whatever it is when your record comes in 
should be presented. 
DR KEMPNER: 
Q You testified previously that you had done 
thing fo the population of Sinforopel as far as the food 
rned, is that correct‘ 
It was not necessary to much so far as Sinforopel 


was ned, the ation applie to Southern Crimea 


and we did everything to preve 


That is in "inforopel everything was a 


That would be saying too much. A larg 
always suffers when any military stpps are taken, 
in this case af the measures d the Russians to take 
food stuff away, but there was no starvation and famine in 
this winter, 


Q Was there any Xmx ginsatzgruppe of 


there? 
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A As far as the Gommander of the Einsatzgruppe sx 


is concerned I don't know whether they were down there 


t $ ν 
or note I do know from Ohlendorff s testimony thee were 


some in Miholajev, parties of the 

Q He did not testify : hing concerning Yinforopel, 
did youread anything about that? Was thee or was there 
not? 

A 1 do know that : on ith the anti-partisan 
combat there were some SD people in the vaila Mountains em- 
ployed especially to bring information from tho zmkwxkkmxx 
civilian population. 

Q Do you know that the army tol 


they were to liquidate the population mare quickly because 
there were not enough houses and not Θπουρὶ 

A No, and | am 
this and we needed no room/m£ the high command of 
army. That would have been sheer nonsense, 

Andas far as youu re concerned Ohlendorff lied 
for the second time? 98 or no? 

A 1 do not know if any fool made this r emark 
Ohlendorff, but + an not responsible for what one of 
three hundred thousand of my men said. It was never 
order at any rate, 

Q Then you don't take responsibility for evoryth! 


that happens in your army group, you believe in letting 


the small man sink? 
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A I am not ting down the little man. I knw that 

I as Commander do havi take the responsibility but 1 
cannot take the responsibility fa e y little thing that 
some fool said. 

You admit that there is a possibillty that 

that sort was said? 

that could only have been ; y someone wo 
was insane. There was 

Ihen those wi 

were insane people? 


it has been proved that li idation w 


actually carried out by the SDe 
Q This man says it was done upon the or: 
He did not say that the murder of the “ews was 


order of the army’ 


I am nd speaking of Jews and you know it very 


Of what are you speaking? 


Of those people in your territory. 
A These people wore by no means liq idated upon 
our instructions or order or suggestion. I already said 


I don't know anything of their having been liquidated. 


ο Then Ohlendorff told an untruth also in this 


Yes, he was mistaken or was deceived. 
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Or you were rhaps mistaken or deceived 
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I don't believe so, but you can 
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came later I did not consider 


a makianxaxkxakkx mission 


Iw 


am allowed oni; 


hore, 


att aclzs Y 1ης 3 a Iar wag ^9 
a LU hw te Il. LUDO LA, WOL Wey U 


Lad 


KERIK ER PERMSERAXKEKnankxkex ak x whe the EXYOu ΧΞΣΠΆΧΑΒΕῈ 
I object to the questione 
xioxx question 


Tribunal 


a} 


` 
vt 


13 
3 Wu 


an 


of the witness or his interpretation 
Ῥ 


of the matter, but if he is Eumpstnueax tx competent to testify 


v 


but if he has no opinion he 


could do so he may, 


should answer that he could not form a personal opinion. 


DR. LATERNSER: If the 
whether he considered an attack on other countries a crime 


or not then he is asked to give a legal opinion, and the 


Tribunal has passed judgment on thise 
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om 


DR. KEMPNER: I would like to know whether this 
was an attack cf a criminal nature, 
ΙΑ TERNSER: If the Prosecution was of the 
opinkon that this was notadmissible, the Prosecution νο 113 
have had the right to object to my question but that d 
not mem that I forfeit my right to object to the Prose 
question. 
I am not mite familiar 
this morning but this witness 
and was at one time vhief of 
exa) ination apprrently is to obtain from him his 


upon the attacks, I think it is proper cross e xa- 


4 


ss is capable of forming an opinion. 

If the witnessis asked to fam 
an opinion on military questions, and questions of an exper 
concering military matters, t it is a question, of cours 


5 


which is admissible, but this question asked the witness 
to form 

is/mmk an opinion as to whether m 
not. That is a legal decision. 

MR. TAYLOR: Reframe your question and ask him 
again, please? 
BY DR. KEMPNER: 

Q Did youas a military expert consider the attack 

on Russia, Czecho Slovakia, France and other nations a 


crime? 


DR. IATERNSER: TH is the same questione 
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DR. KEMPNER: This witness does not want to 
answer and it is even m e agreeable to me if he does not. 
WITNESS: I shall be xa glad to answer. 
BY DR, KEMPNER; 
Please proceed, 
I would have to give a separate answer to 
n because every 
it short as 
one sentence I answer every questione 


each of 


4 political one 
I am πο competent as far as politics is core erned. 
soldier. 
Q Sure, that is enough. Thank you. Did you believe 
the news given to you concerning the alleged assaults or 
παχ incidents concerning the Pole s and Germany? 
A Yes, considering the expetiences we had had 
for many years and considering the f | 1t was not in- 
credible, 


Q You believed that Poland did attack poor weak 


Germany? 


A No, but that incident had been provoked on the 


part of Poland. Maeover, as we have proved Poland had 


assembled troop concentrations for an a ttack, 
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Q Youb elieved that? 


Α I did not only believe it but it was a 
we 
This is the only reason/were able to encircle two-thirds 


of the Polish army szmxthexbakitiaxofxKariin 
Q You have 5 tudi 
haven't you, and the 


Only those documents that my Xawar lawyer sent 


Do you know the documents of ji German Gene 


Β 1, TH 
don t know which ones you mean, 
shall tell you, the document of the 
of 1941, in which it says: 


We must attack Hussia, otherwise w 


Í don't know this document, Would you 
please show it to me? It is quite new, I don't know it. 
Q How do you bring into accord this opinion with 
your own opinion, if it was en aggressive war, how could 
these tw opinions be brought into accord? 
A I can only exppess an opinion after l know 


what is in the document. RX “his one sentence maaan 


does not suffice, 
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I have quoted the ssentence: 
"We must attack Russia, otherwise we shall 
not be able to last through a third winter of 
A consider this pure nonsense bec 
our supplies from Russia, 
Q You believe this docume 
playing? 
A I cannot pass on it because 
and 1 am not being shown the document. 


τ Now, something quite different. You said that 


à 


the military leadership gr Germany knew nothing 
“ e 


g 
c 


about the plans Hitler had in mind, is that oc rect? 


A 

Q And Germany had not re-armed fæ aggressive 

A No, at any rate, as far as military quarters 
were concerned we did not re-arm for aggressive war, only 
for equality and security. 

Q Then how can you as a military expert account 
for the fact that despite this all of these countries 
like Poland, Czecho “lovakia, France aŭ Norway and all 
of these other countries were overrun like they were 
xik without any preparation and without your knowing 
anything about it? 

A Evidently, because we were superior so far 


as military matters were concerned, 
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Q Then you were in an expert condition in 1939 so 
that you could really conquer half the world, is that 
right? 

We were in no way ready for such a war and it 
would have been easy for the Western pow ıt that 
time to overrun us in the West, but we 
and spiritually in expert condition. 

war because 
Generals, is that 
war in the long run because he 
had tried to take it up withthe whole word, but he 
woukd never have lost it the way he 
the Generals run it themselv es. 
χκχ It would have been better if 
enerals do these things, is that correct? 
From a purely military standpoint, yes, probably. 
You have never said you wanted to remove Hitler, 
t correct? 

No, 

Did any of the gentlemen on the 20th of June 
speak to you? 


& I learned of this only later and as 


connection is concerned to the question you just 


in 1942 and 1945 Colonel Beck wrote me a long letter 


in which he exppessed his opinion concerning military 
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questions and he expressed the thought that 


be lost and that in that case we would have 
that would be asked by the Victors, and the 
lear on this point and realize this, I 
told him, of course, and in eam 

Colonel Beck this was very apparent a 

him 8 18 only lost after it had bem given uj 


one tt tening defeat such as Stalingrad was no reason 


σ 9 war should be 


Τ᾽ 


vr 
Ww LI 


wanted tor emove 


removal at all. 
to be certain that Hitler would secure for himself a sens: 
;eneral staff and one that he wuk listen to 


La 


commands as urhmx PFuehrce but this was not 


Hitler as a person had di 
scene it would have meant the down-fall 
in Germany. 
the fact that you might have saved 
lives of some millions of people and bombing of ο 


did not play a role in this picture for a min 


That question was not acute at all at that 





1400 - 1530 
4 duly 1946 
Von Mannstely 


tion was whether we should 


surrender and t 


not 


s 
l 


e dic 
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now pr 
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The foregoing is a true and correct trenscript of the 


testimony of GENERAL ERICH VON MANSTEIN, taken on 4 July 1946. 
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FFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF qoia Y FOR THE DEFE 

OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAXIN FOE à COLMSSION 

APPOINTED BY TIE INTENT MILITARY TRIBUNAL 

PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH h OF ME ORDER OF THE 
19466 


P. 
TRIB UNAL D. “TED 23.1 n LH 
hl July 1966 


COMISSIONER: 
Wre IVe I mo 
THE eX οἷ 


VENED iT 1010 HOURS.) 


χο 


(THE CAMISSION CON 
‘RALERICH VON MANSTEIN, a witness, took the stand and testifi 


GEN μας 


follows: 
TON e 


"UE COMMISSIONSR: 
Ὁ can resume with the withess n 


BXVIDATION -- Continue 


OWe Dre 


ποστ 


BY 
I believe 3 


RECT 
LATERNGSER : 

How was the administration of the captured Polish territory taken 
planned for Polande 
started, under 


re was orisinally a military administration 


A Ther 

imdiately after vernment General was 
It was evident that Hitler did not consider us generals 
to his wishes and according tc 


ing to 


However, 


Franke 
minister that country accor 
concerning a continuance of the ware 


a ΟὟ 


Q Απά τοῦ 

high military ed concerning a emtinuntion of tho war? 
Rundstedt was never asked and all we received were 

ters concerning tho war in the Wost even th "ch it was quite 
of the ware 


1 Ve 


continuance 


such 
bject against this continued delaying 


already finishe 
evident that the OKW was αγ αγιος any 
MPNERsiire Cormissioner, 

of these hearings. We had the General Field Marshal von Rundstedt for two 
not be allowed r or otherwise 


ctly 


dayse This witness should 

could tell « 

were the hicher military leaccrs 
that this 


stion was, 
I believe 


Rundstedt 


NSER: My que 


that General 
Viv 1.4... Ὁ Φ 
war in the Weste 


DR, LATER 
consulted before the continuance 
solutely relevant and should be consic corrccte 


continuance 
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question is 


the 


MNI 


concernins: 
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of tho war or concerning any particular campaigns in the test? 


ty 


À Virtually all military lesers gave their opinion acainst such a 


western offensive, However, they did give purely operational sugeestims after 


the order had already been issuece 

Q That was the reason for the speech of the 23rd of November 1939 by 
Hitler? What was the impression that you received? 

À Hitler in that speceh wanted to toll us that the wostern offensivc 
was absolutely necessary. He also wantec to impress upon us thet this offensive 
would be suecossful. Otherwise the entire speech was just one attack a; ainst 
tho 


genorals and especially against the OXH. He told us that we had 


constantly teen incorrect ani that our chivalrous way of warfare was outmoded 


{ 


as was shown by the eastern campaign in Poland. In addition he stated that he 
was completely in the right since if he could not come to peace with England 
it was absolutely necessary thot a western canpaig be carried cute The result 
also was that the OKH could not and did not have any more influence whatsoever 
upon hime 

COLONEL KAREV: I do not think that we have to concern ourselves with 
tiis as it is really irrelevant whether or not the idea of Hitler was a success 
or note 


ytem mmmcxT 
X - 
Liles. ὁ ων S 


I think the prosecution is perfectly righte Ὁ should not 
put in 


u let a Corps, didn't you? 


Q How was the war carried out on the Germen side? 

À The war in France was carried out by the Germans & solutely ac cording 
to international rights. 

Q What was the impression of the military leacors concerning the situation 
aftor the collapse of France? hat suggestions did they make? 

A At that time we thoucht thet the war would be ended very soon due to 
an aproenent with England and tho OMH already had started plans for denobilizatio: 
We, that is the higher military leaders, including myself, were asked by the 
personnel office whether or not we wanted to retire after peace. After it 
bocaro evident very soon that it was impossible to cone to a political a;;reement 
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E: TIT 


we military leaders considered it necessary to make a landing in England in 
order to finish the war, 

COLONEL Kangv? The witness stated before that he was not asked concermin; 
the carrying out or M actions of the war and I don't see why we have to 
hoar it now, 

DR. LiTERNSER: The witness mentioned the sug.estions which were made 
by the high military leaders at the end of the wastern campaigne It is only 
too evident through the answer of this witness that the military leaders at 
that tine did not know of the plan to attack Russ$a and also did not count on sug 
an attacke For that reason I think the statements of the witness are absclutely 
necessary in this case, 

Me RASUMOV: I think this question may be answered by the witness. 

Q During the Russian Offensive you led an armored corps. ‘hen did 
you hear of the Russian plan? 

4 Until the lst of arch I was in the channgl coaste Then I was sent 
to Westphalia to organize a new general cormande In April we were transferred 
to Silesia in order to supervise the training of armered replacements in the 
Reiche In May or the beginning of Jyne the General Command was moved to Bast 
Prussia and was at that time told to start reconnais sánce work for possible 
attack on Russiae That is the first time I heard anything; about an attack on 
Russias 

Q That was your attitule to tho question of war ai-ainst Russia? 

A I knew the Red Army, J had been a guest at Red Army maneuvers twice, 
We high military leaders never even thoucht of a war against Russias However, 
as time went by, it became more and more evident that the Russians wore 
collecting division upon division of infantry and armored troops on the frontier 
and it was only a matter of time, we thought, until the Russians would start 
attack upon Germanye Wo therefore considered it absolutely necessary that a 
preventive attack be initiated.  Sijce Hitler did not try to land in En;;land 
this was, without a doubt, his last escape routoe 

Q Were you present during any of Hitler's speeches and conferences? 

A Noe 

COLONEL KAREV: How does the witness know what tho uchts, what ideas 
Hitler had at that time? The witness at that time did not have a very hich 
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and was only 8 corps leaders 

IMe RASUMOV: I did not quite hear the translation. Could you give it 
once more please? 

COLONEL KAREV: How could the witness at that time know the 
thoughts of Hitler? He was at that tire only a Corps Leader. 

Die LATERNSER: Is that not a question that should be asked during the 
cross-oxanination? 

SR. RASUMOVs All right, go on, Dr. Laternsor, 

BY DR, LTERNSER: 

Q Was there ever a necting of the group, and that is the charce of the 
Prosecution, was there ever such a mecting during which ideas wore considered 
as to how the war could be carried out against the rights of humanity and 
against the rules anc regulations of modern warfare? 

A Noy there never was any such conference, It would have been a,;ainst 
all our education, Such idea could never be suczrested by a soldier but rather 
by a politician who is fighting for some particular political view, 

Q Would not the soldier himself suffer under a thing like that? 

À It is the soldier who, through his experiences, formed the Internation: 
rules and regulations of warfare, it was not the lawyer, It is the soldier 
who suffers under any such new ideas and it is therefore impossible that a 
soldier should sugcest such an ideae. 

Q Did you, curing tho campaizns in Poland or France, notice any measures 
against the International Richts and Laws of Humanity? 

know of two cases. One, a captain of the cavalry together with some 
had raped some Jewish womane He was later on sentenced to death, 
A reserve officer had taken quite a bit of jewelry and by Courts Martial he was 
sentenced to a long prison terme However, my commander-in-chiof recalled that 
sentence and demanded a death sentence. 

Q How was the form of coubat in the Russian capaign? 

À The fighting in the Russian Campaign increased and became more severe, 
to tho sorrow of the soldicrs, One reason for that was that the two ideologies , 
of the nations were brought into this corbat and it is well known that two 


nations that are opposing each other ideologically, such as, in former 


centuries, religious wars, aro fought much harder than wars just between soldiers 


opr 
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Secondly, there is no doubt Ὁποῦ our soldiers dic carry out sone reprisals 
at times when they found mained German woundod, Iw ant to point out that in 
those years every soldier considered that if he shc uld fall intc the hands ^f 
the enemy it would mean his dceathe This is the result if a war is foucht 
according to political idcologicse 

Q How did tho tactics of Stalin and Hitler influence this warfare and 
what kind of tactic was that? 

À Stalin in 194l demanded of his troops and of his people that they 
fight for every foot of the country. Hitler took that idea and nade it the 


basic thought of his leadership. It is quite evident that if the soldier has 


to ficht for every village that these villaces will be destroyed and that the 


battle will be more amd more scveree 

Q Did the commanders and nilitory leaders admit or support any 
excessive measures during corbat? 

A The actims against any such excessive measures by the soldiers 
acainst tho population was hindered due to the well-known order cf the Fuchrere 
But in fact wo military leaders did not support or admit any such excessive 
measures to be carried cute I for instance, as conmmander-in-chiof of a Corps, 


richt at the beginning of the campaign, approved two ceath sentences against 


two German soldiers who had raped a Russian womane 
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How was tho Court -artia tor dled. was t y influence 


upon these Courts duo to higher ordor ^s? 


MT 


i4 dt tho boginnin; of the iussicn Campaign tho OKH issuec on orcor, 
aceiust the wish of Hitlor, in which it stated that the military court 
nertial syston was to bho maintained, ond that is how it was honclode 
liow about tho limitations due to orders from higher authoritios 
coacornin; these courts? 
defa 


We woro very much limited cue to the fact thet the Air Force, the 


eanization Todt, ani the “olico were not under our Courts linrtial 


.ecording to which no oxeossivo moasuro carriod out 
curing tho partisan actions were to bo punished, of very great influcnec? 
I did not have any partisan aocvioi nny fren in tho Ukraino 
sure that the military loa2ors, in order to koop up discipline 
admit any such excessive moi 
though they officially wore not 
do you know concert 
I rocoived this order concernin: tho troatment of Com 
anlore-in-Chiof 
ordor 
quietly heard all my protos 
my idole 
rmorocd Group, Colonel General Hooppnor, ana 
ono of the neighboring army corps, Gonorol iueinharct. 
would protest against ` 
wever, he did not hav ult lid not pass on th order since at 
ivisions were uncer my cormand the armored 
Givisions in 1 orps were still wi 
out tn my oroane 
Le te te 


My division commanders Xnow my attitude. 


Orcerms practically not carriod out 


tically not carried out because the troops dic not tale 


tho tino: and dic not wa bo do 3t. Ghates to 5ο out thocormis 
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the other itussians, Secondly, thoro were no commissars actually captured. 
They fought until tho very last nonont end at tines committed suicide 
whon tho situation became impossivle or 


political commissars soforo their capture ax. threfore wore not reco.nizablo 


“hot known nilitary leaders of that croup, as it is called, had tho 


I have already mentioned Gonorcl Keinhardte Thon I can think of 
othor comuonding gonerals that wore under ny corman ιά in the Crimea, Gonoral 
fenson, Goneral Froedorbike, Gonoral Hattonklote. I also know,of a Gonorol 
Wachring who was under my comand lator one In fact I have not mot ony 


goneral officer that told me that the Conissar Ordervas carriod out in 

Now Í have a fov questions concerning tho treatment of prisoners of 
wor. what was tho attitude of the military loadors r the question 
of treatment of prisoners of war 

i Bvory soldicr treated every prisonor of wor in a soldiorly, correct 

monnor, since ho too could cono to t mo pi ο The military leacors 
always saw to it that the prisonors ΤΌΣΟ treated docontly ond according to 
the Genova Convontione 

Did you "o issuo anordor or support an order saying that onony 

that wanted to surrender wore to rocoivo no pardon? 

Ho, we never issuod any such orders, even though we continually 
captured Russians yolling "Kill all Occupoos" that is all "Gormans e" 
However, it is possible that Gorman soldicrs didmurder or kill onony 
soldiors during battle when they were made for vongcance aftor they had 
found murdered German soldiers, 

Q How was the organization of tho o lloction, the transportation to 


the rear, and tho food for theso prisonors? 
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A 


^ ς ho io usually did not havo any time to 
ancorn thonsolvos with these pr nors of wor and they just sont them t the 
rocre Thoy ποσο collected in tho roar in collection carnps and 
ended over to tho nain camps which woro undor tho œ mand of the OK. 

In tho noantino wo did everything to give thom food and so on. I romomber, 
instencc, that ir. Sinveropol, on tho Crinoeon Peninsula, wo pornittod 
population to bring food to the prisoners since it is usually vory 
to provido for hundreds of thousands of prisoners of wore 

Q The Prosocution claims ο every prismer of war that could not 
so on was shot, Is that claim correct? 
I sex nmy columns of prisorors of wor but I novor 8 
tho trail of those colwms thoro were any shot prison 
I passed a colum of prisoners of war, by car, 


g a priso»or of wore I immediatcly stopped the car anc 


Viv. 


L 


severely punished tho scldicre Tho next day I had his battalion commander 


report to mo and I told hin th -Ὁ I would chase him 


sonething like that 


Zero thoro any prisomrs of war that stayed with wry ond for 


Tye ^ ^ ^ AD ^P 433753 -t - * 
we kent large numbers oi prisoncrs 


strocts, railroads, and above all to ropair work on our vohicles. 


troatod anc ! idod for very wcll and for 


r that roason they 


always worked very woll, "hon I tock over the armored Corps Don in 


Noventwer 1942 and my headquarters sil had not yet arrived, I h 


LOC. 
10 Bossacks in my hone for a vhilo ich proved that wo must 


vory welles 
ge was the nunbor of N Matau that is, peoplo who wonted 


holp, and in what tanner were thoy troatod! 


4 Thogo people wore voluntoors that worked on our 


PS 


side on vehicles, 


SOON e inally thoro wore avout one to two thousand of such 


Tho entire Gorman supply colwms 


i» 


voluntoors with ovory divisioue 


Gornoen nonecor ond oll tho rost wore voluntccrse These voluntocrs a 


wont with us in ovr rotroats since they always had been treated very well 


as soldicrSe 
2639 
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How was tho attitude tho military leader 


adninistration of ar 


cocupiod torritory? 


“Ὁ wonted to treat tho population correctly 


woro no such idoas as master race, racial ciass, or 


Of course wo had to soo to it that tho area rancinec 


to sec to correct troatucnt and 


Foi Pe | 
rocson nad 


mnxiousness concerning tho providin( for 


winter of 1941-42 on the Crimea ond ovon Όλους sh the 


1 


tho arny was vory difficult wo provontod a 


had any partisan actions im tho military 


what was the basis for the rulés 


cecupjed territories? 


8 4 


Hitler's iden was without a doubt to 


influoneo as possible, becane a Govornnont Go 


‘ 
In the 


not uncer the cormonders=-in-chiof,. 


Commissars ond political administrations 


4-"5 


in other word 


è Lys 
je a5 4 thig 
AUS SLA CNS 


until ah 


nder political administration, 


the influonce of tho cormen 


oporation areas? 


A Practically th limited 


tho lino and for tho security of the that 


Y 


arog 


that wo had to take care, within this area, of th 


that the harvest was brought in in fall 


outside of our scop 


political 


he ioichsfuohror-S., All political points 


οσο from the Uffico iosonborc,. The cconomic 


> 


"tm " = " . $ tg ΄ . 
[Iho cultural safeguarding and the safeguarding 


under tho connand of IHmmlor, 


Wa S 
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suf ficient 


tho civilian population 


starvation. That 
acdninisterod 


of administration 


"ost military administrative loaders were nanod, 


were introduced, 
S, just tho 
area slowly 


) kilometers 


ho was fig 

local ad 
and 
question of 
or 
administration 


of treasures 
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to thw work of the 


1 
an 
[a2 ake 


hunancly, Thore 


olitical propagandae 


quiot ond for that 
food. I had constant 


durin; the 


supply »roblon of 


is why wo novor 
tho Ukraine. 


arcas 


σωοδο 


a 
OL 


give the 


eneral imediateclye 


Howevor they 


Under our command 


battle aroa itself, 


1 A ae van? 1^ " 
Lecane smaller ond 


the front lino, 


vehind 


lorsein-chief 


ine 


1 i. 
SsUorouvions 


mini 


springe Everything 


tho population we 


all political directions 


was under Gceringe 


was uncer Rosonbor 
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, 

Tho workers wore under Souckol, As I stated already, as for as 
military units aro concerned, the only units that were in direct denanc 
for operational use were the armnec. units of tho arm Force was 
conplotoly independent. The SS was only uncer our cormand for t tical 
USCe The Organization Todt, the Police, end the railroads were not 
wider our command at alle 

Did the Cormander-in-Chiof of on Army Group have the necessa 


tino to concern himself with occupation mattors e 


I just want to 80 È : in Russia I was conplotoly 


occupied by leading the fight. One crisis followod tho othor, There was 
no time at all for cecupabion matters suchas they exist with an occupation 
arnye 

^ 


Q Now a few questions concorning tho treatment of the civil 


populatione 
4 


RASUMOV: How many moro questions have you, Dr, 

LATERNSER: Jon't know, lir. Commissioner, but I wi be finished 
by noone 

RASUMOV: Have you an aporoximate iden of how long 


3 


continuo to be questioning hin? 
I was told by Colonel Neave that I should be finished 
evoninge I will attempt to koop this limitation. 
KELIPHNES: I understood yosterday, before we talked about tho 
longth of this oxoanin 
exomination around noon Now ho has the samo situatione 
osseoxmiination so 


4 


have cnough timo to cross min There wore a lot of 


whole morning which could have Lee nswored in half the 


witness would have beon properly directed by the defenso counsole 
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DRe L.TERNSER: I have kopt an exact record of tho time that was 
` 
usc’, inclucinz the varicus cbjections, end I have up until now usec 140 
other wors, two hours and twenty minutcse Before 
. the oxamination of this witness I stated that ho was thc nost 
cf the accused orvanization anc i yroba ly mould not 1 
the three h I also sus ‘cstec that all future witnesses 
uld be question only very shortly anc that I would consider it unfair if this 
time limit would be absolutoly kept with this witness, cspecially since it 


. . 
1 Seat 


oversteioed very much by : witne 5 cf other orvanizationse 
KEMPNER: I don't like to arruc 
that the witness von Rundstedt was tho nost important vitness onc 


two days on hin. New this witness is tho most importent witness. 


arently oll witnesses arc the most inoortan! We cursclves would like to 
make our point very clcar that wo de not like any further celay of 
examinations 
DR. LATERNSER: You will have to acnit thet there could bo ty very 
important witnesscs for tho OK onc rcady sta before the oxamination 
ny guesticns 
COLONEL KAREV: There is a reculation or cccision 


hours’ for its vitnoss 


reat detail and sonzotinos answers quosti.ns 


have avery hi^h position, However 


- 


one of the war crininals but we don't want to 


18. RASUMOV: Well, I have no intention of arruin: here about the 
r * 


importance of t Titne The only thin: which I want to say is that we 
spendine too much time on one witness and I would like you, Dre Latcrnscr, 
1 your further oxanination, nct to so very far into detail on the questi 
make your examinatio 
DR. Li: TERNSER: Yes. May we take a ton minute rece 
(4 recess 3 taken.) 
BY De LATERNSER 2 


soldicrs to tho civilian populaticn in 
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the occupicd countries, ospocially in Soviot Russi 


^ 


i. Our attitude was, as I stated Ys vc wanted quietness in cur 
arcae We considered that this could be best achieved by hunan treatuent cf thc 
Civilian population. 

Q You know cf the order of Gencral Roichoneu, in which he stated that 
there should be no ccnsideration shown to the civilian population cr to tho 


1 


soldiers captured in his area. Did you soo that order and cid he have any 
influence whatscever cn your attitude and that of your trooos with tho civilian 
population? 


"le were inforned of this order upon the sucrestion of tho Fuchrer ; put 


nono of tho cthor leaders were of tho sane cpinion as Roichonau anc it was never 


Q What was the system used after excessive zoasuros oy Soldiors a-ainst 

tho tivilian population? 

Any kind of cxcessive measures were tried oy 
1 an thinkin: of the two death sentences carried cut in my corps, to which I 
have already re 

Hows ave a few questions ceneernins the murder of Jews in t 
eastern territory. Did you know of tho order of Himmler coneornin: tho 
extermination of Jews? id you know of his opinion that thirty millicn Slavs 
must disappcar? 

No, I did not hear of cithor the order of Himmler or of his idea 
curins the war. 


1 J. 


Q Uhat did you know of tho cutics of tho SD Binsatzrroups? 


I was told when I took over the llth Army, it was tho duty of these 


SD Linsatzrrouns to cheek the civilian population in the rear arcas conccrninr 
their political 103088. 
Q Dic you work with tho SD in tho area of the armored corps where 
Hoeppner was coumandine cencral? 
Mic not sco any SD non in my arco, ro was fichtin:; roine on 
and therefore no SD men ever cano up there. 
What do you say coneernin: the affidavit of the Witness Ohlendorf, 


who states that accorcinc to an order cf Arny Hich Command 2, Jows wore only 
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to bo shot at 200 or 25 kiloneters away fron army headquarters ? 

A Such an order was certainly not riven. It would have been 
completely sonscloss. 2% kilometers away fron my headquarters would have been 
senseless and 200 kilometers away would have been out of ny arcae 

Q Do you have any explanation for this doclaraticn of Ohloncorf? 

Δ. “hen I took over tho llth Army, I was about two or three days in tho 
headquarters at Mikolawew, then I noved ny cormand post to the front linos. 

The last evoninc at Nikolawew another officer told me that reportecly the SS 
hac shot Jews in a town further to the reare I bclicvo it was Kishinev. 

I consicered this to have been one excess of the SS as ποῦ already happened 

in Polan?. Since I loft far the front the next mornin-, I had a 

to the chief quarter master cf tho artiye ΗΟ was suposed to toll thc coumando; 
of the SS in that vicinity, wherever I was 9 I would not pernit such activities, 


The strance thine is I considered this s otiw: of prisoners in Kishinev an 


excess measure by tho SS and I did not think of it as an extermination cf Jews, 


That is the only time I heard cf anythinr concorninc the shootine of Jews in 
ny entire tino as cormander in chiof, 

Q Did you as commander in chief rivo orders to tho SD? 

I cid not rive any orders to the SD and I eannct ronsi ever havinr 
scen or spoken to Ohlondorf. It is 2 However, possib tnat ne reported to ne 
on an occasion, 

Did you sce eny reports of tho SD? 

I dic receive some roports of tho SD, which contained information 
concoming the political attitude of the population, the black mrket and other 
nattors. There was nothin: in thon conecernin: the shoctinr of Jews. 

Q The Tinsatz-roups D, which was in tho arca of the llth Army, killed 
within one ycar, accordin: to the witness, Ohlendorf, 90,000 Jews. How can 
you explain that? Did you ever hear of that? 

A Accordin- to tho witness, ‘ori, this Binsatzrrouy concerned an 
arca from Chernovitg to Rostov, which is approximately 1,200 kilometers lonz 
and approximately 00 kilometers Wido, In that area there was not just the 11 
Army, but three or four other amies 5 there were three of four Russian armies 


and also at times the 17th Amy and others. In uy section on the Crimea thorc 
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was only a very few Jows. In 


Jowish villares, which alrcad 


thoro, I hardly saw any Jews 


he reports we received a large part 


a 


nan 
Vow 


flown ac the 


sea fron 
only very few security troops with 
t important 
curin: the 


on the f ront. To'tho c 


t 


tho ost important orders conccernia^ the 


information concornin- wl 
Ohlendorf 
alled ts. 


resett..cric 


+ 


tho Jews, 050) then 
nilitar; 


Yun 


tho northorn 


in tho capitol in Simoevopole 


of the civilian Jewish 


Kertsh anc Sinoevopcl 


in a lonely spo 
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part cf tho Crinca there were 


nad been evacuated by the Russians vhen we go 


hecordin:s to 
population 
when 
larze area, there 


~orsonally, almost always 


- 


Was 


betuoon twelvc and 


actual ba vory littlo 


cid collect 


ond thait:tho 


ey uri 1} 


Alc. wees 


the exception of the before 


I cid not receive any τοῦ ΟΥ” 
cernine any such shootings e 
Q The witness, 


in these shootin: 


knows what kine of soldiers, thoy 
2 J 


Q 


΄ 


the SD? 


Ohlondorf, also stat 


were noi 


Aor $4 13 32 3 0r 
case in Kishinew? 


orcanization cmn- 


menbeors 


~articipated 
army scloiors, but God 
CL 


ny ariy e 


watches fron 
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A. I remember that the army adjutant told me he received at one 


time a large shipment of watches from Germany and if he did received 


watches from the SD, he could not have known by a long shot they were 
watches taken away from Jews that were shot, 

Q. You know of the Russian Document telling of the shooting a 
Sevastopol in the caves of Inkermann? 

A. It was without a doubt in the caves of Inkermann where large 
storage facilities and quite a bit a storage was placec, including 
amiunition and there were reports that there also was a Russian hospital, 
Without a doubt the population of Inkermann nicht have flowniinto these 
caves, These caves were blown up by the Russians even before the Ga mens 
got there, It was the largest blowing up I have ever seen. It was a wall 
of pock about 300 meters wide and about 30 meters high that crashed down, 

The Russian Prosecution maintains thet the Garm=ns murdered a lot 
of people in the railroad terminals of Sevastopol? 

A. The railroac terminal outside of Sevastopol was a Russian strong- 
hold and in the terminal itself was a Russian arnora train. Since the 
Russians cid not wont to surrender the terminal, it had to be attacked 
ana cleared out. That was donë by artillery fire, by explosives ahd 
through the use of flame throwers against this armored train, We could 
not have known that civilians were in the terminal. We would mt help 
that this terminal had to be cleared out, as there was cmsiderc le 
shooting from it. 

Did you hear anything of the shooting of 195,000 persons at 
Kiev? 

A. Νο, Kiev come into my area, that is the area of one of the armies 
under ny comand in September 1943, and at that time there was ro talk 
about these shootings, I alsoconsicer his number as co. pletely imposs- 
ible. I was in Kiev in September of 1943 and did not hear anything of 
any such matters, 

Q. “hat co you know δὲ the poisoning of 250 school children in Kirch 
and also the ürowhing of 144,000 people, as maintained by the Russian 


Prosecution, in the Black Sea? 
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A. That ο Gorman officer would poison 250 school chilcrenwith 
coffee and cake is completely impossible and as for as the drownings 
are concerned, as long as I was on the Crimea there ws not a sea- 
worthy shop there, In addition tothis, the Tarters were on this island, 
and they were very fricndly to the Germans and we cid not have any reason 
to drown a single one, 

^. Were ahy workers brought to Germany from the areas under your 
command? Whowas responsible for that? 

A. When I was commander in chief of army group south in 1943 and 
1944, Sauckel wanted several hundred thousand workers from us. ie fought 


gricultmral work and 


against this measure, since we needed these men for 2 
since any such transfer would result in partisan worfare by the population, 
I told Sauckel that any faceful measures were completely impossible, Thy 
also did not happen in occupied areas, but I did hear of them from Reichs- 
Commander38 office, He told me he wås an enemy of using any kind of force 
to get these workers, also the acministr2tion enic any such measures, 
Sauckel also stated anc promised that the workers would be treated in 
Germany just like German workers, 
Jhat were the basic principles in the German army concerning 

requisitions? 

A. An individual person was not allowed to requisition anything. 
Only the arny or a troop was allowed to co that, It was only allowed 
that food and clothing could be requisitioned from the civilian populations 
Food only to the extent that it wes necessary for the basic ration, 

^ 


Q. Was there any actions against any kind of plundering? 


i 


DR. KEMPNER: I object to the last question, This question Wwe have 


heard time and time again relative to the rcquisitioning and I think that 


I don't consider the answer to this auestion as necessary. 
DR. LATERNSER: 
did the Germans find in the Ukraine in 1941? 
A. We only found a very small fraction of the horses and domestic 
animals, anc a very large port of the wheat rese rves in the wheat sotrage 


places hac been fired, 
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Q. Just to take one little example, The Sovict Prosecution states 
that the Gormans took seven million ιογ865 from tho Russians, I wish you 
would give me your position concerning this, 

A. A German division has 4,000 horses, with seven million horses, 
yma could take care of 750 divisions, and we had about 150 to 200 infan- 
try divisions altogether, 

Did you hear of the idea of the scorched carth policy in the 

cupaign? 

We heard of the term scorched earth caipoign during the Russian 
retreat bo the east in 1941. Everything was destroyed that ould be of 
any military value to us, All railroad anc communication mattergs a 
majority of the wr industries, the wheat reserves, ctc,, had been burned 
and I already mentioncd that, 

3. Why did the Germans carry out large destruction, and to what ond? 

A. I heard, and know, of no large scale dostruction by the Gernany 
army. The Fuhrer had given an orcer to keep the area east of the Dnyeper 
impossible for use bythe Russian army, and there were exact instructions 
as to what had to be destroyed, 

Q. Do youconsicer this order was necessitated by military need? 

A. This order was a military necessity duc to the fact that we could 
not prevent the Russian offensive across the Dnyeper, therefore, the com 

down of our castcrn front would result unless we could bring 

offensive $0 a stop through lack of supplies, 

it necessary to degtray 46,000 railroad stations and 36,000 
post office and telegraph officos? 

A. We cid not find a single railroad station undestroyed in 1941, 
anc tho water stops of the Russian roilroads were not even taken care of 
in 1943, We did not find a single communication system intact, In other 
words, we did not have to destroy than, 

Q. Why were hundreds of churches destroyed? 

A. The churches wore destroyed without a doubt due to the fact that 
they were actions of battles within the villages, For instance, that is 


the case with all churches in Savastopol, For instance, the cathedral in 
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Novsherask was caapletcly intact when we got therc, and was cpenend for 

services, That was the case with the Castle cf tho Crimea at Livacia and 

also at Baktschissorai. I saw with sorrow mysclf that the Larva monastery 
Costroyed, a monastery I had known frou the year of 1930. 

o. How can you .xploin tho heavy destruction in Stalingrad, Kiev, 
Charkov, Rostov, Oddessa, Sevastopol and Rovno? These arc all accusations 
by the Prosecution. 

.. ‘there was fighting in Stalingrad for ο month from house to house, 
Sevastopol was defended as a fortress for eight months, Rostov and Char- 
Κον were taken twice by the Russians anc twice by the Gerrans in battle, 
In Kiev and OOdessa was the same thing, only they wore taken by each but 
once, and the same thing happened in Oronoff,. Odessa was captured by 


the Rumanians, and not by us. 
3 


Q. Who was responsible for the destruction of industries and why were 


4 15 


they destroyed? 

The destruction of incustries was ordered by the Economic Staff 
east, which was uncer Gocring. This cencerne ctorics, whi wore in- 
portant for the armement industries of the Rec 

“ere those f2etories intact and were they usec formerly by the 
Germens? 


1 


A. No, most of thea we found completely Costroyec, such as tho big 


oil works ot Maikop, the large steel industries at Kertsh and Manopol 
and the tractor works at Charkov and the huge dan of Simoevopol. AL 
these were destroyed when we found then, 

Q. Was thore any reason, in adJition to tho military necessity, which 
led to destruction? 

I stated alrcady that the only possibility in 1943 to stop the 
Russians was to destroy oll their lines of supply cast of tho Dnyeper,. 
Consiccring that a ca mander in chief of an army group or of an army is 
not in a position to say that such destruction was necessary or not, we 
still limited the measure of destruction as for as possible, First of 
all, only the villages were destroyed on the banks of the Snyeper which 
could have servo as starting points for Russian offensives, If large 


destruction can bo found, it is very casy to explain as there was fighting 
2 + o O 
2649 
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going on for every foot of the grounc and therefore villages were 
destroyed, 

Q. I now come to the last questions. The murder of Gencral 
Schleicher must have hit the army the same way as Cid later on the 
dismissal of Colonel General con Fritsch, I ask you, Field Marshal, 
why did the Generals teko all that? 

4. The Fuhrer in his speech to the Reichstag cxplaincc that 
Schleicher was killed because he conspired with the French jiubassacor, 
Through that 511 our chances to protest in any way were taken away. I 


askec my commanding general at that time to press for a military court 


Oo G 


1 


investigation and Blomberg answered that wis iwpossible. 

Hitler told us of the matter of Fritsch in such a way that we 
consiáorod it impossible to do anything before the investigation, 
which Hitler ordered was completed, If Fritsch had registered a 
protest at that timc, the Generals without ο dabt vould have followed 
him, He did not do that because he placed his own parson in the back- 
ground. 

Q. The F,,hrer gave before the start of varicus campaigns, spceches 
to the commincers in chief in which hc gave his intentions. Why was 
there never any contradictions? 

A. These mectings were just ο demonstration of his intcnticns and 

ade, and any kind of distussion was 
usually impossible, also these specches of his cannot be considered bn 
the scale of his speeches to the people, They wore on a very high 
level, and the minutes do not capture that ^t oll. One could net in 
any woy argue c.nccurning his reasons as we did not have the specific 
information concerning the economic and industrialwork being done. I 
believe I was the only «πο that ever interrupted him during such a 


speech, It was in the year of 1944. There was a very big fight con- 


corning that, 


Q. When you became commancer-in-chief of the army group in 1943, 
Hitler was hour immediate superior, was he not? You and all other 


general staff officers in your p siti.n thereby had the possibilit 
x J y 
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4 July-5A-A0W-Mechan. 
going on for every foot of the grounc and therefore villages were 
destroyed, 

Q. I now come to the last questions, The murder of General 
Schleicher must hove hit the army the same way as cid later on the 
dismissal of Colonel General con Fritsch. I ask you, Field Marshal, 
why did the Generals teko all that? 

A. The Fuhrer in his speech to the Reichstag explainec that 
Schleicher was killed because he conspired with the French ar assacor, 
Through that oll our chances to protest in any way were taken away. I 


askec my commending general at that time to press for a military court 
investigation and Blomberg answcrod that ws iqossible. 

Hitler tolo us of the matter of Fritsch in such a way that we 
considered it impossible to do anything before the investigation, 
which Hitler ordered wa: completed, If Fritsch had registered a 
protest at that timc, the Generals without 2 dw bt vould have followed 
him. He did not do that because he pleced his own parson in the back- 
ground, 

Q. The Fjhror gave before the start of various campaigns, speeches 
to the commincers in chief in which he gave his intentions. Why was 


there never any contradictions? 


A. ‘These mectings were just a dunonstration of his intentions anc 


usually impossible, also these specches of his cannot be considered bn 
the scale of his speeches to the people, They wore on a very hi gh 
level, and the minutes do not capture that οἳ oll. Onc wuld het in 
any wey argue c.ncornin; his reasons as we Gid n t have the specific 
information concerning the economic and industriclwork being done, I 
believe I was tho only .ne that ever interrupted him during such à 


speech... It was in the year of 1944, There was a very big fight con- 


corning that, 


Q. When you became commander-in-chief of the army group in 1943, 
Hitler was hour immediate superior, was he not? You and all other 


general staff officars in your p siti.n thereby had the possibility 
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΄ 
of going directly to Hitler. Y.u ο αλά make a protect, ο uld you not, 


when an ordor was nob considered corroct? 

a. Cortainly, I wete a tromenc.us awount of Letters to hin cur 
cerning gilitory mttcrs, that is ο big voluno, but it was very hard 
to speak to him because I could not leave the fron for a long tine, 
end it was .nly possible for me to have hin c.me to me twice. If 
one notified him, ho coulc cume, but onc also hod to tell why ho 
was coming. He then had all the counter arguments roedy anc proved 
to the person cither your protest or economical points were incorrect. 
These discussion very often tok hours, I once had to speak t» him for 


six h.urs concerning o purcly militery 
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matter until he accepted my prozram. I attempted to ret hii to give up his 


military leadership three times without results, because ho thought he was the 
only one that coul?! ο it. He told me that the "iol? “arshalls were not even 
following his orders ani I would even be less successful. “hen I told him that 


3 


q I could have my orders carried out, he interrupted] the “iscussion. 


1 ἃ 1 


He could not be convince of anything if hc Jid not want to bee He was a very 
smart person with an iron will that was unbreakable an3 he considered himself 
to be on some special mission ani that was something which hel? hi» over all 
thess protosts. 

Q and if a military leader, during such a discussion, dared 


political matter what was the answer? 


not permit any kind of discussion on this, he cut that off immecdi- 


If these protests ^i? not help anything, why “id not more military leader 
retire? 
a 


i During the winter of 1911, I toii Hitler thrcurh the comanins rcneral 


1 


of the army croup that I, as comaandcr of the llth aray, would like to be re- 


1 


lieve? of my post an he should put scomcone else in my position since he constan 
ly interfere’ in my orders. the answer came hack retirement was out of the 
question ani that it που] 1 be desertion, that i 2908155 the man in the 
trench cannot go honc, therefore, the higher leader cannot co home risht away. 
In addition to that such retirement of a general officer woul? only wean he was 
shirkinz his responsibility and his successor woul’ have to carry on anyhow. In 
other words, thc successor would just receive the responsibility of the one who 
went away, In a3 ition to that, one ha?! the responsibility to his unit, It might 
not wun? very w.ll, but I went to say that if some other loader ha? 

these years of 1943 or 1944, I ?on't think he coul? have done it any better. If 
another loa^or came in those years, the matter micht have bocn even worse than 
Curing my command, therefore, tho respnsibility to my men kept me in position. 
The retirement of a large group of officers woul’ have only resulte? in the put- 
tins in of 55 leaders, Hi or anyway του] never have been forced into any 
decision by the retirsnent ofa creat number of 11061} arshalls an' maybe he 


woul.) have been clad to vet rit of us, 
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Q “ould it have becn the ‘uty of your conscience not to carry out certain 
or?crs? 

4 Definitely there was such a moral “uty at times, however, if a soldier 
in the field refuses to carry out a certain orter, he is trie? before a court 
marshall and punished, however, if a hich military lea!er refuses to carry out 
such an order he not only endangers his own integrity, but also that of the 
ontiro army leatership an! he aids in tho complete break own of the entire army 
Cisciplince and entire army as such. 

Q ras therc no ilua among the higher lza?ors that tho rocime ha? to 5e 


removed? 
I want to stato that the ilua that a "ifferont rociac comine into power 


Jdid occur within out leadership ‘uc to the fact that Eitler's military 
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leadership was insufficient and the moral reasons as he have them tocay, 


the persecution of the churches, the concentration camps, the oxtermina- 


tion of the Jews anc the political views, hcwever, these matters dic not 
occur to us at that timo. As I was ο few hundred miles from home, I cic nnt 
hear cf theme On the other hand, how were we to remove the regime? Hitler 
never cculd have becn persuaded to retiree Even if the army could have 
accomplished that, there wuld have been a fight immeciately within the 

air corps, the navy, the SS. To overpowcr Hitler and lock him vp was im- 
possibles He was guarded much too well for that. The only thing that 
romainec was the way of force and that was his murder, however, murder as 


3 1 


carried cut by an officer was not in our dictionary anc much 


1 


1085 would we break our oathe 
On the 20th of July therc were some Generals who did attempt to 
overthrow the Governmente Why wore there nct a larger number of military 
leaders that supported this? 
DR. KEIFNER: I don't object to this question, however, I would 
Ὁ to make it very cler, thc position of cur prosecution. The defense 
was acmonished quite sevcrely yesterday cut cown the questions, so that 
we woulc have a chance to begin the prosecution this mcrninze Now » the 
question is whether we should consider the matter as a contempt of ccurt 
or going beyond thate We have the impression that there is a deliberate 
delay for reasons unknown as γοῦς I would like to make that very clear to 
the courte 
Re LATEN SER: leave the decisicn to the courte 
RaSUMOV:?: As a matier of fact, abot twenty minutes ago, Dre 
us it was going to be the last questicn and we are still 
this question, I wonder which is goinz to be called the las 
questione We σηπιοῦ spend too much time on this witness. We have to stop 
the Direct Examination right now anc begin our cross examinsticn. 
DR. LITERNSER: I believe that there was a wrong translatione I 
said I am going now to thelast qucstions, I acant the last chaptere I am 
now on the last question, whichthe witness has only to answore 


XR. RASUUOV: Is this the last question? 


DOCA 
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Dk. LiTERNSER: Yes, my last question. 

THE WITNESS: The officers that attempted to overthrow Hitler on 
July 20th cic nct heve an orcer or fiela 5f command on the front, The 
commander in chief that is on the front connct make a putsch curing the 
war, as this putsch would have loc to the breakcown on the front, One 
cannot expect an officer cr commencing zeneral te expect his troops to give 
their lives for years on the front anc then he personally goes and throws 
hisweapons away. Even if the 20th of July attompt had been successful, it 
woule have been unavoics>le that civil war anc chaotic conciticns would 
have broken out in Germanye I want to point out that the soldiers of the 
central German army neer Stalingrad, accorcing to the leticrs that cid come 
through finally, believed in Hitler to the very last momente à putsch of 
the Generals would have brought with it a complete breakdown of the entire 
front and with it a complete deficat.e Since froa the ecnditions of Casa 
Blanca we know that nly wmeoncitional surrender w^s open to use One could 
not expect a gencral officer to hand to the German people such a fate as 


the German people are living through now. We woule have been responsible 


for this defeat in tho history of the world, ån officer can only fight, 


ors, be loyal and the more critical the situation, the more he 
has t3 4 
has to carry one 
ο LITERNSER: ave no further questions, 


NATION 


Where were you born? 
In Berlin. 
How long are you in the army? 


I entere) the army in 1936, in other words I am a soldier for 


You have had a lo to great experiences? 

Yos. 

How long was Hitler in the amy? 

I believe he was in the army from 1915 to 1918, in cther words 
yearSe 

How long was he at the War Academy? 


It is well known that he wes not at the A4cademye 
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1 ask you, was he or was he not? 
A Noy he was in no War Academy. 

Why did you let this private, or this FeF.Ce. talk to you of 
strategy - a man that did not have any experience or any knowledpe? 

iL Hitlerwas legally the chief of the Reich and also the canmander 
in chicf of the armed forcese 

ind you, who were educated according to the ideasof Schlicfen 
and Moltke, let soneóne like that tell you your business? Answer yes ος no? 

à I did not let a Private First Class give me orders, but it was the 
president cf th state, 

You believe that you Would have let Reichs Minister Ebert tell you 
scmething like that? Answer yes or no? 

Yes. 

With whom cid you speak concerning the matters we 
today, General Rundstect? 

A 1 hardly spoke to General Rundstedt because he had a very bad 
disposition. 

But, you cic speak to him? 

He only told me shortly what was asked of hime 

He also tol? you what he testified? 

Not in cetail. 

But in large ideas? 

No, he only described some especially interesting momentSe 

The high=points, is that right? 

Less than the high points, but points where he became angry or 
points where he thousht he made some kind of an impression through his 
answerBe 

General von Leib, did you talk with him concerning the actions 
here? Answer yes or no. 

He told me very shortly what you were talkifig about up here. 

And Col^nel General Reinhardt, he told you about that? 

I hardly spoke to Colonel Gencral Reinhardt about thate 

Not much, but some? 


He gavc me hisicpressionse 
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Then you also spoke to General Westphal? 
Yes. 


Very much in detail? 


I could not say, I don't need any advice from others. 


But, you heard what these gentlemen werc talking abcut or told you? 
i Of ecurse, I cic hear with interest their conception of this 

court roonme 

COM/ISSIONER NEAVE: I should like to “raw the attention tc the 
fact that according to the three hour ruling on the hearings of witnesses 
recently passed, witnesses for the General Staff shoul’ be finished by this 
evening at the latest, 

COMMISSIONER RASUMOV: We will recess until two o!clcck. 


THE COL:ISSION RECESSED AT 1310 HOURS) 
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The hearing reconvened at 1466 hours, 4 July 1946) 


VON MANNSTEI- - ^" . med 
CROSS EXAMINATION - Continued 
MR. TAYLOR: Let the witness be reminded he is still under o^th. 
Gentlemen, you have, I understand, to cross examine this witness and two 
more to complete this afternoon, I was told and I hope we can do it before 
the afternoon session closes. Proceed 
0 hen did you realize that the war was lost? 


I did not believe that the war was lost as long as I was commander 


that is,,about April, 1944, but I did relizo, howeve that a peace 


aspirations that Hitler had in mind. I 


however that we would be able to come to some sort of an agreement, 
stion was when did you relize that the wor was 

I could not have formed any opinion concerning this because I did 

the necess ry material at rv 


say at the beginning o 


You did not think previously that the war had been lost? 
No, 

You did not know that other generals did know it? 

It may be that the other generals were of that opinion, 


And you considered it rij to fight after the conference at Casa 


Yes, because I saw no possibility of avoiding any catastrophy such as 
has happened now, unless one kept on fighting until the very last, because ony- 
thing might have happened up to that timo. There might have been a change in 
the war organ for instancee At the end of the seven years of war that was shown 

is about two hundred years ago, wasn't it in the 17th century? 
that was a facte 


Was Ludendorff a great war lord? 
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Λο Ludendorff was probably the bost gonoral we had, 
Was he a traitor to tho pocople, 
4. Surely not, noe 
Qe But when ho realized the war was lost he did not continue. You can 
answer yes or no? 
A. He lost his nervo. 


And that saved Germany and tho world from having many deat 


That may be soe 
Just now, a little while ago, we discussed the possibility of whether 
rsuaded of a diffcrent opinion from his own? 
the point where he no longer wanted to bo, 
And you never thought that there might be a point where you wovld not 
want continue? 
Such a point would have had to be decisive question only and the 
difference sting between Hitler ond myself werc not of such a devisive 
wore only concerning military leadership questions 
and I usually succecded in what I wanted to obtain. 
Qe Did you tell the Fuchrer that he had been badly advised, did you tell 
50 straight to his face? Yes or Ho? 
Ae I told him that never listened to advice from those people whom he 
had about him to give him advic., -- .°.st not as 
wore concerned, and that he should appoint a general staff whose advice ho 
could take. 
Did you know of the affair connected with Goncral Francoit in the 
first world war? 
Yese 
Do you mean the d dience in East Prussia? 


Yos 


[111 you please read this? 


4. "The operations of tho last ton days have shown that Your Majesty has 


been badly advised and I feel obliged to report to you." 
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Have you done anything simila 


to-day? 


nmn 
-. 


In about fifty or 


Gencral Staff which were handed to Hi 
n these letter I thought he was b 


atr i 


3243 


I did 


ew 


diffcrent from his. not s 


advisede I only snid mv or 
3 


t you did not 


You admit tho 
ms concerned? Yes or no? 


War Was 


Army in the Crimea 


"nov 
1 


point ond three 


You were trained in tho 


3ismissal, once when I 
in the winter of 1941 and 1942, : 
of the Amny South in 


days later ho dismissed 


tradition 
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i 


r in black or white so that you can 


letters written to the Chicf of the 


tler I clearly expressed my opinions 
ly 


ad 
ac 


losing the 


ag 
2 


ον 


draw an conclusion in so far 


was Commandcr of the llth 


ind the second time when I 


March of 1944. succeeded in pressing 


moe e 
issinn General Staff, is 


of the Pr 


of tradition? 
ı training to obedience to uty 


training, 


ο /ω( 
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those were tho two thincs that cistincuishec those centlemen 
ssian army, wasn't it? 


thoughts were the corto ell officors in the 
stinction lay within the 


zy, but tho especi: 


nilitory activities, 
to tho conorol staff 


to von Rundstodt, Lich, Westphall, anc Roinhorc 
those qucstions, concerning thc especial quostion of the general 


i 


want to say this 


this pcint? 


Ὁ κ ^ 4439^ 68 7 — 15 — 
los, of coursc, wo ciscussec 


Vndc nete AE 
jarticularly this 


Ω Or :concernins the question that the soneral staff have at loast a 


know that Hitler, Goorin 


rrible crincs, is that correct? 
know that, what has now 


been 


oe o ἀκ E Ten = ἂν 
ican at the tine you did 


iílCW.L 


Did you ever hear of uic cewish Persecution in Germany pro per? 
In Germany itself I heard, 


course, out the Jowish laws which hac 


land I also heard that durin; risoncde 
But you never heard that 


1933, 193) οἱ 


" 
t 


los, of course, i heard that 


ked up alreacyat that 
don't know the nunbor., 


t in Q ] 3 u t I 


ΑΝ δὲν 


You lmow of 


f tho anti-sonitic »rocron, didn't you? 
I know that Hitler's Anti-Jowish prorran had been published, which 
pertained to tho Nurnbors laws did not know such was true of the German 





You just heard of tha 


4- + 
U. "uw 


{ 


now, is that it? 


“ut never while you were in the East? 


Ho 


V 


3 I did ot hea 


P of 3b the 


4 
^ 
Cos 


τ spoke to anyone avout this? 


reason to pecause I did not h 


il 


i. witness 


said, however, in the main trial under 


on 


Vc 
^ 


ο» 


cu about these questions. 


th 
Wno is telling the truth Ὡς 
tell me who the witness 


now what the witness is 
m An 5 ae 
iho witness Ohlendorfi 


> 


L 


did SD 


not C to 


Ak 


oa 


vU 6 


xr testify to such 
wnat Chlencorff said? 


ivo you the record? 


for the General 


rill read to you what Oblondorff D 


On pare 2048 cf 
miorff ans 


wcreds 


ony 
D 


ch uar 


cn iiannsi M f staff, and 5 
of all, this says in the German recor: 
I was never with and 
and 


in the third Ὁ 


. wy m une Οι fna In 
cneorned with SD rroups, 


ls 


incorrecte 


LATERNSER 


hits δι 9 


is 


th 2" 


The Prosecutor sai iat the Enrlish record 


authorita 


Ay 
ν 


tivo one and the defense lawyer 
J 


if 
rman the German would bo authorit: nd I an having Uu 


uio 


T DOCU i "e^ n Ha Πορ ^ Ῥ ' — 
DE, ILLINS: Let's soo what tho G rman record says. 
or 


eA 


eh 


wil C 


nysolf. 


coe 
ULC 
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Cul 


any thins 


that he 


Tr 


ο as I know 


tne Enclish 
an oral 

i 

le In 


une same 


ς about with Ohlendorff 


rin the record, 


would have 
testinor 


n . 
Gorran 
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IR. TAYLOR: Of course, tho record is presumed to 5o tho original 
rocorc and translation of the zrocoodin: s, and this bein: cross ozanincticn 
counsel does have a richt to cross examine cn that question. This is cross 

unaticon and whatever it is i..°.. ;.ir record comes in it should be presented, 


BY Di. KIPR: 


Q You testified previously that you had done everythin; for tho 


j)o;ulcetion cf Sinforopel as for as tho food situ concerne 


correct? 


It was ne Cessary do nuch so fe infcro el was concerned, 
the starvation ap; ^ to Southern Crinez to prevent it. 


in Sinforopcl everythin: 


j are taken, oni in this £ he measures of the 
but there was n servation anc fonine in this 


any “insatzrruzpe of tho SD down there? 


+6 


Comander of the Einsatzeéruzpe is concerned I don't 
dom there or no’ 1c know fron Or»loncorff! 
sone in Mih-aicvy, parties of the SD wero thero, 
testify anything concerning Sinforopel, dic yo 
Was there or 
do know that in ccnnection with tho anti-partisan corbat there 
specially to bring 
from the civilian populations 


ο you know that the army told these Linsatscruppes they were to 


population quickly because thoro were not cnouch houses and not 


I ax sure the testinony did 
end of the amy. That would have been shoer nonsense, 


ere concerned Ohlendorff lied for the second time? 


t know if any fool rade this remark to Ohlendorff, 


nsible for what one of three h-ndred thousand of my non saic. It 


any rato. 





ΙΙ 


η July ~ Jie 3 -ἱι 


ou don't take responsibility for everything that ha»pens in 
army croup, you beliove inlottin:; the small man sink? 


| not letting down . 


-Loule rane. I know that I as Cormancer 


) 


ake tho responsibility but I 


cannot take the responsibility for 


every little thin: that sone fool said, 


You admit that there is a 


onethine of that sort 


by Someone who was insano, 


m 
ihcrc was 


those whe liquidated 


+ 


epp Νις » ap a 
[your back wore 


SAWS 
M Cy 


πα D e 
LU Was 


orcer of the 


know it very well. 


speaking 
in your t 


neans liquida 


succes tion. I already said I don't 


; ES 
nH ΠΥ} γνηή- s 
A unvurutn a 


voc deceived, 


ΙΙ 
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Or you were perhaps mistaken or deccived? 
I don't believe so, but you can interrogate my chicf of staff and 


my first officers md goneral staff on this point who is now in Nurnberg e 


- 


m. > - > 
Qe this morning vou testified that such measures were not necessary in 


the Ukraine. Everything was quite in order and peaceful thorc. 

Yes, nt the Eastern Ukrainc, that was a part of the operational 
Soctore 

There wore thirtyethroo thousand Jews liquidated horos what do you 
know about this? 

4. I know nothing about this for they were liquidated mt a time which I 

had not yet arrived therc, if thoy were liquidated at all. 

Maybe they are still alive, is that truc? 

Evidently not, I don't kmow 

Then where were you in Sentember? 

Of what year? 


are now sneaking of wpoicmber 1941? 


In September, 1941, I was within a very short distance of the Northern 
sector of the Crimea. 
But the Lugarian was the territory for which you wore responsible, 
correct? 
No, that is not correct, for the entire territory West of Bug was 
Roumania and east of the Steppes as far as was occupied, lator on was 
under the command of tho first armored division in my sectore 
morning you testified quite a bit concerning the Ukraine 
peaceful it was? 
Yes, thet referred to 1942 and 1943 when I was Commander in Chief of 


army group Southe 


ie then these people were killed when either Roumania or the first army 
responsible, is that correct? 
“e No, evidently they were 7^? when this entire land belonged to the 


Commissar or to the Roumanianse I cannot know whether any were killed 


in the operational sectors of other armics. In such a case the Commonders-in- 
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chicf of these armies wuld havo to be asked. 
le There were alwoys others, is that correct? 


Yes, I cannot give any informtion, but the time I was in there is the 


timo I will admit. 
|. Who was the Reich Commissar of whom you are speaking? 
Koche 
And he was a murdoror? 
I don't know whether ho was a murderer or what part he pleyed in those 
things as 1 did not speak to him about these questionse 
thy did you never complain abo hose crimes to Er. Hitler. 
4. How am I to complain about crimine if I do not know that crime had 


If I had known of these crimes and had proof you may rest 


been committed. 


I would not have lot matters rest as they were, but would have made a 


ite 


I learned there thir-s -Ler the war, only heroe 
crimo when your colleague Schleicher was murdered? 
was probably a crimee 
Did vou tell Ὁ ο your Fuchrer? Yes or no? 
at that time and had no possibility of such 


Schleicher had to carry on with the French and 


tried to do something about 


Hitler believed he la mission, is that correct? 
Yos, thot is the absolute impression 1 had g 3 of hime 


π΄ 


Did vou also believe that Hitler had a definite mission? 


“ vie 


I did believe ho was quite an exceptional personelity as many abroad 
. 


also bolieved and irst 1 ovec ad some sort of mission ho was to 


fulfill, 
And tho re-union of Austria, "-longed to this, is that correct? 


Yos, of course, after Hitlor was in there was tho matter of Austrian, 


there was no doubt ho did try to join his country to the Reich and it was 


of tho Austrian pcoplo despite the assertions of Renner and 
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ond Innitzor today. 


I am not interested in your porsonal opinions or concerning the 


and that was a part of Hitler's mission, is 
correct? Yes or no? 
Yes, that fulfilled tho wish of the Austrian peoploe 
Are you of the Austrian p Aro you able to speak for the 
austrian people? Yes or no? 
I approved tho 
Were you born in Vienna? 


Moe 


I am sorry. Wero you born in Berlin? 


also wanted to incorporate Czecho Slovakia into Greater 
Germany, 3 h t correct? 
not realize that until the spring of 1938 when he 
Previously we had 
That also belonged. to tho mission in which you Ῥοι 1 οσο 
s, it may be truco thot belonged to his mission. Ho never 
to πιο concerning the details of his mission. 
ho carried then out without your knowing of 
is that correct? 
ἐς No, I did not consiccr his mission in that light. I alrcady said I 
considered his mission historical ones to which belonged the union of the German 
nation and people, and everything leter was different. 
te You just convicted yoursolf and it is a very serious conviction. You 
said previously thet in 1944 when you had spoken to him you believed in his 


mission? 


No, I did not refer to 1944. I moant in general but no means only 


in 1944, 


In general includes, Russia, Norway, Denmark, the P"othorlonds and 


lustris and all of the other countrics that were attacked? 
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what I considered his mission was tho inner 
f thc Gora^n notion anc to place Germany on an oqual basis with 
other nations. Everything olse that came later I did not considor a mission, 


wants to spcak of a mission at ^11, 


Then if the othcr things were not a mission they probably were 


i8 I om nllowod only to tostify to facts I can give no opinion here. 


I want to ask you whether you consider the attacks. on Russia, Norway, 


the question. The witness is asked in this 
on to make ^ legal d Sion which ho is not able to give, and the Tribu- 
always rejected such questions boosuso such questions wore not 
admissible. 


VR. TAYLOR: chink it is probably asking for an opinion or expression 


the witnoss or his intorprot&tion of the matter, but if ho is competent 


so he may, but if hc has no opinion ho should 
onal opinion. 
askod whether he considered an attack 
ie or not vno | is asked to give a legal opinion, and 

the Tribunal has passed judgement on 

DR. KGMPNERs I would like to know whether this was on attack of a 
criminal nature. 

DR, LaTERNSER: If tho Prosocution was of the opinion that this was 
not admissible, tho Prosecution would havo had the right to object to my 


1 


question but that docs not mean that I forfeit my right to object to tho 
Prosceutor's questione 
TAYLOR: I am not quite familiar with tho testimony given this 
morning but this witness represents the Goncral Staff and was at ono time Chief 
the cross examination apparently is to obtain from him his views 
upon tho attacks. I think it is propor cross examination if tho witness is 


capable of forming an opinione 


L.TERNSER: If the witness is asked to form an opinion on military 
26066 
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s of om oxport concerning military matters, then it is 


ons, and question 
ible, but this question asked the wite 


That 


a question, of course, which is admiss 
noss is to form an opinion as to > an attack is a crime or note 


MR. TAYLOR: Reframe your question and ask him again, pleasc? 


Mitte idi 


DR, KEMPNER: 
4e Did you as a military expert consider the attack ing Czccho- 


Slovakia, France and other nations a crime? 


This is the same questione 
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DR. KEINER: This witness does not wont to answer and it is even 
nore agrevalble tc me if he docs not. 
"lad ti 


{ 
- 


WITNZSS: I shall be 
BY DR, KUPNER: 
Please proceed. 
I w.ulà have to give a separate answer to every single question, 
avery question is cifferent. 
Make it as short as possible. 
With one sentence I can answer ovory question. 
Have you a justification for each of these attacks? 
Yes, a military justific tion. 


A political one too? 


| 


|| 


I am not οαπροῦοηῦ as far as politics is concerned, " olcicr. 


Surc, that is enough. Thank you, Did you bol eve the news given to 


yu concerning the alleged assaults or incicents concerning the Poles and 
Gerni CA. 
idering the exrcricne 3 we hac had for many years, and 
ecnsiccring the Poles it was not incredible. 
You believed that Poland did attack poor weak Germany? 

A. No, but thet incident hac been provoked on the part of Poland. 
Moreover, as we have proved Poland had assembled troop ο ncontrotions 
for arn οὐ0σοῖς, 

You believed that? 

I did not cnly believe it, but it was a fact. This is the only 

reason we wore able to encircle two-thirds of the Polish arny. 

You have studied quito a bit of this materinl, haventt γαι, and 
the Tribunal record? 

Only those documents that my lawyer sent to me. 

Do you kow the documents of the German General Staff? 

I con't know which onets you mean. 


I shell tell you, the document of tho spring of 1941, inwhich 


ΙΙ 
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"Vo must attack Russia, otherwise we shall not be able to last 
through another winter so far as food is ο oncerned", 
Νο, J dcan!t know this document, Would you please show it to 
me? It is quite now, I don't mow it. 
η. How œ fou bring into accore this opinion with your own opinion 
if it was an aggressive war, how could these two opinions be brought 


into accord? 


I can only express an opinion after I know whet is in the docu» 


his one sentence does not suffice, 
I have quoted the sentence: 
Wo must attack Russia, otherwise we shall not be able to last 
through a third winter of war," 


I consicer this pure nonsense because we hod our supplies from 
ξ , i 


You believe this document is just a pi.cc of playing? 

I ennnot pass on it, because I have not sven it, and I am not 
being shown the document., 

Now, something quite different. You szid that the military leader- 

oup of Germeny know nothing about the plans Hitl.r hod in mind, is 

orrect? 

Yos, so 

And Germany had not re-armed for aggressive war? 

No, at any rate, as far as military questers were concerned we 
Cid not rc-orm for aggressive wor, only for equality and security. 

Then how can you, as a ο... expert, account for the fact that, 
despite this, oll fo these countries like Poland, Czochoslovokia, France 
and Norway end all these othcr countries, were overrun like they were with- 
ut anh preparation and without your knowing anything about it? 

A. Evidently, becouse we were superior so far as military matters were 
concerned. 

Thon you were in expert condition in 1939, so that you cauld really 
conquer half the world, is that right? 

Lh. We were in no way ready f or such a war, ont ti would have been easy 
for the estern powers cven at that time, to .vorrun us in the West, but we 


wore mtcrially and spiritually in expert conditions 
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(. and later on Hitler lost the war because he intorforoed too much 


with the Generals, is that correct? 


He lost the way in the long run, because ho had tried to take it 
up with the whole wrld, but he would never have lost it the way he did 
if he had let the Generals run it themselves, 

Q. It would have been better if he had let the Gonarnls dottheso 

hings, is that correct? 

Fran a purely military standpoint, yes, probably. 

You have never said you wantec to remove Hitler, is that correct? 

Noe 

Did any of the gentlemen on the 20th of June speak to you: 

I learned of this onlh later, and as for as the connection is con- 
cerned, tc the question you just asked, in 1942 and 1943, Colenel Beck 
wrote me a lon; letter in which he cxpbessed his opinion concerning mili- 


tary 
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quosticns and he expressed the ghoug ht thet the war might be lost and that 
in that case we would have to pay the bill, that woulc be asked by the 
Victors, anc the Gencrals should be clear on this point am. realize this. 

I answered his letter απὸ told him, cf course, and in each 

letters of the Colonel Beck this was very apparent aim I to 

is only lc on given up an? thet one threatening “efeat 

such εως was no reason why the war shoul? 5e consicerad loste 


You just wanted to remove τς A a militery leader and not as 


ical leacer, is thatcorrect? 


À I did not want his removal at all. I only wanted to be certain 
Hitler would securefor himself a sensible chicf 
he would have cne who wouldlisted over his owm com aands 
but this was not longer possible, 
You wanted Hitler i main in power enc have i ily a sensible 


Chief of General Staff? 


scene it would have me the downfall 


minute? 
et 


stic We. no ἐλ rt 2 c b c ab t inat tin nce Ino 


P E I 5 - 
was wnactncr we 


meant an unforeseen future w hich we dX ouv wan for theGerman 


UIBNZUCCL. 


You preferred whathas happened 


"for finding 
2 very Russian Marshalls in 
1941 were probably in the same conditions as 
We can judge that now from theresults. Thank 
MRe TAYLOR: Do you want to present the documents 


Dre Latennser? 


r grateful that the Prosecutor has 
ny attention to a mistake ansiatio: Ohlencoríf testified in the 
German lancuage and this is th: original testimony: The witness testified 
to the question ef Professor Exner who askeds 
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"^5 Whe gave you instructions for the march? 
"i . Instructions for the march were as a rule given by tho chief 
, 
of staff. 

"^^ [t the time of thclast question the Army Comaancer in Chief was 
at tho time wo aro now speaking of Von Mannstoin. wid you receive any 
orcors in this matter signed by Von Mannstein? 

à Ido not remombor-any such order but on theoccasion of the cis- 
cussion concerning the march an oral conversation took place between myself 
and the Chicf of Staff. I do not remoxber any such orcer but on the occa- 
sion of the discuss ion concerning the march an oral ccnversation took 
place between the Chicf of Staff and myself." 

English translation of this answer is as follows: and I quote 
from page 2048 of the English records 
"A I cannot remember any such orcer but cn the march there were 
‘iscussicns with Von Mannstein, the chief of staff and mysclfe", ant sh wing 
thesc two texts proves th-5 tho English translation of the rccorc f tho 
original German is incorrecte 
MR. TALLOR: The reason I wanted it in the record was to correct 
you would have an opportunity to present it, but so far as a 
ruling or opinion is congernc? that is made by the Tribunal enc not by the 
Commis si one 
Re L.TEZNSER: I shall make application to this effect to the 
Tribunal concerning this translations 
DR. KEMPNER: Our point of view is that the sentence as heare by 


the translator, by the German-English tr^nslator, has ecn written down 


correctly, because thetranslator has heard Von Mannsteine However, it might 


be that the Germn Reporter missed the word "Von Mannstein". 


MR. TAYLOR: Of course, the record will speak for itself, and 
this is the reason I want ite 

DR. LATERNSER: I shall handle the applicati 

MR. TAYLOR: Are you through with this witness? 

DR. LATERNSER: There aro no further questions I went to ask af 
this witness. 


(4 short recess was taken ot'this timc). 
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j j i | anscript of the testimony 
The foregoing is ^ true anc correct transcri} 


of General ERICH VON MANNSTEIN, taken on 4 July 19h6. 
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